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A Hundred Years
 
in the
 

Service of Humanity
 

The Centenary Congress ot the International Red Cross will 
testity to the extent and universality ot our movement as well as to 
its immense latent possibilities. And trom the exposition ot so many 
varied actions in so many countries there cannot but spring hope and 
encouragement tor all who co-operate with the national and inter
national institutions, tor all who work under the emblem ot the Red 
Cross, Red Crescent or Red Lion and Sun. 

Other events will take place in Geneva, Lausanne and M acolin 
during this month ot August 1963 and they will demonstrate that in 
a multitude ot fields the Red Cross brings help and inspiration and 
that it is the originator ot innumerable gestures ot humanity. 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

The International Committee for its part, inspired by the chosen 
theme, considers it useful to evoke A hundred years in the service 
of humanity. 1 In narrating some outstanding episodes, the following 
pages recall the epic of a century. This is not intended to glorify the 
International Committee, for how insufficient were its efforts in 
comparison with the misery and suffering! But the aim is to show 
that solely in the name of charity, humanitarian solidarity and the 
Law of Geneva, the ICRC intervened on behalf of victims as soon as 
conflict broke out anywhere in the world, and that upon its instigation 
has been constructed a momentous enterprise of humanitarian law. 

This narration, which we are illustrating with some significant 
pictures, comes, except for part of the final chapter, from the pen of 
Mr. FREDERIC SIORDET, Vice-President of the ICRC and President of 
the Centenary Commission of the Red Cross in Switzerland. He has 
infused the work with an inspiriting rhythm. Thanks to him, this 
number of the International Review thus takes the form of a fitting 
testimony on the threshold of a new century for the Red Cross. Reference 
may be made to it to observe how our organization has grown and' how 
it has endeavoured, by repeated intervention, to meet the challenge of 
the horrors and destruction of war. 

It should nevertheless not be forgotten that the aim of the Red Cross 
is first and foremost to maintain a spirit of peace in the midst of 
combat; to temper unbridled hate. It strives for peace, in its struggle 
against war and its effects. Its very existence proclaims the need for 
mutual assistance and solidarity among men. (ED.) 

* * * 

1 Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross: Report submitted 
by the ICRC to the Council of Delegates. 
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1863-1913
 

Scarcely two years had elapsed since the publication of A 
M emory of Solferino before both Henry Dunant's tentative sugges
tions at the end of his book had both been acted upon: relief 
societies and an international Convention. In the Memorial " H 

(H Chronicle") of the first twenty-five years of the Red Cross, the 
President of the International Committee writes: I know of noH 

philanthropic idea which, once realised, has developed so speedily 
and widely from the practical angle and with such effectiveness 
as that of the Red Cross. Almost before it had been launched it 
took shape and, in less than twenty-five years, spread to the 
antipodes; it has saved hundreds of thousands of individuals and 
hundreds of millions have been donated for its work." 

It should not be deduced from this that everything ran smoothly 
from the outset-far from it. The early years of the Red Cross were 
fraught with such difficulties that its practical future raised doubts. 

The establishment of Committees for relief to the wounded in 
several States and the signature of the 1864 Convention by quite 
a number of European countries were a triumph in themselves. 
But what was more difficult still remained to be done: the transla
tion of theory into practice. So far as this was concerned, experi
ments would depend entirely on circumstances and therefore vary 
from one country to another. The Red Cross, inspired by the horrors 
of the battlefield, had been conceived and established with a view 
to future wars. It could therefore act only in time of war. But 
Red Cross people, whose whole idea and proposed role constituted 
a reaction against the sufferings of war, were the very last to desire 
circumstances to put them to the test. Nevertheless, this was soon 
to be the case. The ink of the 1863 Agreements was hardly dry and 
the 1864 Convention was still simply a draft in the files of the Inter
national Committee, when the war of the Duchies between Prussia 
and Denmark broke out that very year. While Red Cross Com
mittees already actually existed, they were barely organised, and 
little prepared. Hence this first conflict was more in the nature 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

of a practical study field than of coherent action. Once again the 
wiliing helpers who promptly came forward to alleviate the result
ing distress had to improvise. It was observed that the effectiveness 
of the Red Cross would depend on the degree of preparedness of its 
Committee and their voluntary staff and, to an even greater extent, 
on the understanding attitude of the military authorities. In any 
case, this first experience confirmed what had been established after 
Solferino, namely, that the Army Medical Services required to be 
expanded and improved. 

It was again in Prussia, on the occasion of the 1866 Austrb
Prussian War, that the second experience was to be made, this 
time on a much wider scale. Prussia had ratified the 1864 Con
vention but Austria had not yet done so. The Army Medical 
Services, which were very well organised, at least on the Prussian 
side, were theoretically adequate. As to the Red Cross, it had 
received appreciable support in the form of voluntary staff, material 
and funds, on a nation-wide impulse. But although it was rationally 
organised and its efforts were joined with those of other organ
isations, such as the Knights of St. John and the Order of Malta, its 
liaison with the Army Services was not sufficiently clearly defined 
and it was not able to do much beyond providing relief behind the 
lines. The military authorities hesitated to allow these civilian 
organisations to work in the front lines. They were afraid that, not 
being subject to army discipline, their activities might hamper 
operations. Consequently, only moderate results were achieved 
and following Koniggratz, just as after Solferino, there was a great 
deal of unnecessary suffering. Despite unusually efficient organisa
tion, the Army Medical Services were still unable to give first aid 
quickly enough and to sufficient numbers. Even so, the percentage 
of lives saved was considerably higher than hitherto. "It will never 
be forgotten", wrote Dr. Loeffler, Director of Medical Services to 
the Kingdom of Prussia, in 1869, "that the members of the Red 
Cross were the first to come to the assistance of the Army Medical 
Services, completely overwhelmed by the size of the· tasks to be 
performed on the Koniggratz battlefield." Relief, although it 
was inadequate to cope with so disastrous a situation, was speedier 
and more effective because it had been organised in advance, 
instead of being left, as at Solferino, entirely to improvised helpers, 
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recruited on the spot after the event. This was a striking justifica
tion of Dunant's ideas, of those auxiliary Services which the Army 
had feared might be more of a nuisance than a help. "It was then 
indeed ", Dr. Julius Naundorff declares in his book" Unter dem 
Roten Kreuz", "that the military authorities began to realise 
the value of assistance from private Societies. Even some govern
ments grasped that it was in their interests to support the Red 
Cross Societies and accept' co-operation which cost them nothing. 
The Prussian Government was so aware of this that it convened a 
Conference in 1876 in Berlin, for the purpose of making practical 
improvements in the Army Medical Services, following the lessons 
of the 1866 campaign. . 

While the idea of the Red Cross had taken firm root in the 
minds of both the general public and the authorities in Prussia as a 
result of these two experiences, this was not the case everywhere. 
Hence the new test it had to meet during the 1870-71 Franco
Prussian War proved rather disappointing. In France the long 
period of peace that had succeeded the Italian campaign had not 
been calculated to prepare people's minds to meet the needs of a 
new conflict. The enthusiasm aroused by Dunant's ideas had waned, 
all the more so in that the events which had inspired them-the 
Solferinoslaughter-had occurred on foreign soil. French people 
had not actually witnessed them. The 1864 Convention, duly 
signed and ratified, had remained hidden away in the files, and had 
never been seen by those who would be called upon to apply it. 
No rational liaison system between the Army Medical Services and 
the Red Cross had been established. But the latter did not remain 
passive. Its Committees set a huge wave of patriotism in motion, 
contriving to organise hospitals, supply relief, help the Medical 
Services here and there. While they were able to claim that they 
had come to the relief of over a hundred thousand soldiers, once 
again it had been a question of improvising. The movement was 
still far from the advance relief preparations for which it had been 
instituted. In addition there was a certain amount of confusion 
because civilians or military, ignorant of the precise significance 
of the Red Cross emblem and the rules attached to its employment, 
were very apt to indulge in its misuse, thus weakening the force 
of the Geneva Convention. 



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

All the energies of the International Committee on the one 
hand, and the National Societies on the other, were required to 
straighten out the situation and avoid this Convention, which 
represented such a definite step forward in international law, from 
becoming a dead letter almost as soon as it had been introduced. 

In succeeding years, the Red Cross had many opportunities of 
facing the realities of war. Each of them served as a source of new 
experience for the Societies of the countries involved and the Inter
national Committee, and helped to accustom the armies by degrees 
to the intervention of Red Cross auxiliaries and to respect the 
Convention. 

They also enabled improvements to be made in the Army 
Medical Services and the National Red Cross organisations, even so 
far as non-belligerents were concerned. But they were too scattered 
and circumscribed, however, for the idea of the Red Cross really 
to take root in the minds of the general public. The movement 
remained confined to relatively small groups of individuals. It was 
only when the First World War broke out that the Red Cross idea 
took firm hold of everyone and definitely imposed itself. The 
world nature of that conflict, its scale, violence, and above all its 
length, the number of victims of all types, owing to new means of 
destruction and economic blockade, compelled the National Red 
Cross Societies to a systematic effort. In a certain way, they 
opened the eyes of the general public to the realities of war, even 
in some of the neutral countries. It was at this juncture also that 
the Red Cross, for the same reasons, began to broaden its original 
scope of action and launch out into other spheres. For the first 
time, war added to the wounded and sick of the armies in the field, 
for whom the Red Cross had originally been intended, just as many 
if not more victims of other types: war prisoners, civilian internees, 
refugees, bombed and starving civilian populations. All these 
people suffered from the direct effects of the war as much as the 
stricken soldiers lying on the battlefield. The Red Cross principle 
was that friend and foe should be cared for alike. Could it remain 
indifferent to the distress of so many of these victims on the pretext 
that it was hidden beneath civilian clothes instead of a uniform ? 

Localised and then world-wide conflicts have made the Red 
Cross a truly universal movement, not only in the sense (like after 
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its first twenty-five years) that there are committees almost every
where on the lines conceived by Dunant, but because it has reached 
the man in the street and its originally limited aims have been 
extended to embrace all forms of human suffering. In some coun
tries it has become such a popular institution indeed that people 
forget it is a spontaneous, voluntary, disinterested organisation 
and consider it bound by actual duties, in the same way as any 
official body. 

It has been so successful in its achievements in the past that they 
are now looked upon as natural and it is expected to repeat them 
as a matter of course. This attitude towards the Red Cross, which 
is frequent, is the greatest compliment it could be paid, but is not 
without danger. 

The Red Cross, however, exercises world influence in other 
ways as well. Its achievements are not only to be measured by 
what has been done under its own flag or its own institutions. A 
number of relief societies, official or"private, have sprung into being 
in peace or wartime because it has given the first impetus, acting 
as a pioneer. By giving the example of what can be done, it has 
converted possibilities into duties. In the same way as its first 
effect was the improvement of the Army Medical Services, more 
than one government social welfare or health body today is a direct 
consequence of its initiative. 

* * * 

What part did the International Committee play when it came 
to reality and the progressive development of the original idea ? 
Once the mandate entrusted to the Committee of Five by the 
Societe d'utilite publique (Public Welfare Society) had been 
fulfilled, what role could it assume? Only a minor one, apparently. 
After the adoption of the 1864 Convention, the small Genevese 
Committee set itself to spread its ideas by word and pen, promote 
the establishment of the Committees it had been decided to organise 
at the 1863 Conference, obtain ratifications or accessions to the 
Geneva Convention. It was able, in addition, as we have seen, to 
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study the working of. the Army Medical Services during the 1864 
and 1866 conflicts and try to improve them, as well as the arrange
ments for forwarding relief. 

When in 1867 it arranged the first International Conference of 
the Relief Societies, in Paris, 21 countries, including all the large 
European Powers, were already bound by the Geneva Convention 
and possessed National Relief Committees. This meant its task 
was now completed and it could dissolve with the moral satisfaction 
of having given practical expression to and firmly anchored Henry 
Dunant's twofold idea, in record time, thanks solely to the enthu
siasm of its members, who were devoid of any status or authority. 
In addition, it had the more material satisfaction of having received 
the Grand Prix of the Paris World Exhibition. Dissolution seemed 
so logical that the Committee itself was the first to have the idea. 
But the National Committees asked it, as founder of the movement, 
to remain as a moral and historical link between them, and the 
guardian of their common Charter. Two years later, at the 1869 
Conference in Berlin, the International Committee defined its 
duties in the following terms: " The role to which we have con
fined ourselves hitherto and which satisfies our ambitions is 
simply that of an office or central headquarters for correspondence, 
always prepared to serve the interests of the movement when these 
call for it to enter into play". The Berlin Conference added the 
following precision to this definition: " In case of war, the Inter
national Committee shall see that in a suitably chosen locality a 
correspondence and information bureau shall be set up to facilitate 
in all ways the exchange of communications between the Com
mittees and the transmission of relief". The members of the 
International Committee would have been highly astonished at that 
time if they had been told what the general interests of the move
ment would demand, not of their ambitions but their hearts, the 
huge machine into which their "correspondence central head
quarters" would be converted during the two world wars, and the 
ever wider confines of the fields of human suffering in which they 
would be called upon to exercise their spirit of initiative. 

Barely a year later, the Committee was already required to 
carry out the decision adopted in Berlin. As soon as the Franco
Prussian War broke out it opened an international agency in Basle, 
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while maintaining its office in Geneva. This agency's work was 
speedily to become something more than mere office routine. 
A relief supplies depot had to be added to the information centre 
headquarters. It was no longer simply a question of centralising 
requests and offers but actual relief supplies, in order to forward 
them as quickly as possible and according to needs. This was not 
all. Besides the countless requests for relief, personal requests, 
especially for information with regard to the missing, came flowing 
in. The number of families without news of their loved ones 
swelled day by day as a result of the turn of military events, the 
disorganisation of transport and communications, the growing 
numbers of civilians fleeing before the enemy or of prisoners falling 
into its hands. It became a custom to write to Geneva or Basle. 
What could the International Committee do? The Red Cross had 
been conceived only for relief to the wounded and sick of armies 
in the field. There were so many of these that they already fully 
occupied the Committee. But among the wounded and sick many 
were prisoners of the enemy and a war prisoner, even if unharmed, 
is a sufferer, while on the other side of the front his whole family 
is a prey to anxiety. This led the Committee to promote the 
establishment of a second information office, for prisoners of war, 
under the management of one of the members of its Basle Agency. 
As the red cross emblem was reserved for the wounded and sick, 
a green cross was made the emblem of this office. 

Thus the unambitious " correspondence office", while carrying 
out the task for which it has been organised, but on a far larger scale 
than imagined, gradually became the transit depot and distributing 
agent for relief, organised hospitals and convalescent homes, 
assisted in repatriating disabled soldiers and, lastly, opened up 
this new sphere of Red Cross activity: assistance to prisoners of 
war and the re-uniting of family links across the war front. By 
the end of the war, the International Committee in Geneva and its 
Basle Agencies had forwarded relief to a value of over 3,000,000 
Swiss francs, which was a large sum at that time, bearing in mind 
also the unorganised character of the Committee. Apart from this 
there was the moral comfort it had been able to give the war 
victims and their families, the value of which cannot be expressed 
in tenns of any currency. 
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In succeeding years, right up to the First World War, the role 
of the International Committee was to remain relatively small, 
although it was more important than that of a mere correspondence 
centre headquarters and the achievements of its Basle and Geneva 
Agencies had endowed it with greater authority. 

New Information Agencies also had to be opened with fresh 
wars, in particular the Turco-Russian War in 1877, the Serbo
Bulgarian war in 1885 and the Balkan Wars of 1912-13; these 
Agencies were respectively located in Trieste, Vienna (under the 
supervision of the Austrian Central Red Cross Committee) and 
Belgrade. The missions sent out by the Committee were not only 
able to observe the working of the Army Medical Services and the 
Red Cross, with a view to making improvements, but they co-oper
ated in the collection and distribution of relief and sometimes 
intervened with belligerents to urge the respect of their obligations 
under the Geneva Convention. Meanwhile, the Committee con
tinued with its study and endeavours to improve humanitarian 
law, the defence and spread of Red Cross ideas, the promotion of 
new Committees, to which it gave international life by its recogni
tion and the notification of their establishment to the already 
existing Societies. 

Its work was fruitful even if it was not particularly spectacular. 
I t helped to give ever firmer root in world soil to the idea of 
impartial relief of war victims and the necessity of laying down this 
moral obligation in written law. 

1914-1938
 
The scale and length of the First World War, the number of 

victims involved and its varying problems were to give the Inter
national Committee an entirely new impetus and lead it to con
cei ve and fulfil tasks which it was soon to be the sole organisation 
in a position to execute. 

There is no question here of outlining these even briefly. At 
most an attempt will be made to give some idea of their nature and 
scope. In order to grasp the full significance of these developments, 
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it should be remembered what the Committee was and what 
authority it enjoyed. At the time of the 1870 war, it had been 
nothing more than a group spontaneously organised by a few 
citizens. It did not even possess Statutes. These it had since laid 
down, but they merely gave it the status of a private society whose 
members were recruited by co-optation. It had also taken the title 
of International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Its legal 
status and authority were no greater than that of some charitable 
society. From the Red Cross angle, it remained the link between 
the National Societies. Furthermore, the 1912 International Con
ference of the Red Cross in Washington had added to the decision 
adopted in Berlin the following recommendation: "these (Red 
Cross) Societies should organise, in peacetime, , Special Commis
sions' which, in wartime, would collect and forward to the Inter
national Committee of Geneva relief for distribution to servicemen 
in captivity. The International Committee, through the intermed
iary of neutral delegates accredited to the Governments concerned, 
shall ensure the distribution of relief to individual prisoners and 
shall distribute other gifts between the different prisoner-of-war 
depots, taking into account the donors' wishes, the needs of the 
prisoners and directions of the military authorities." 

So far as international law was concerned, The Hague Regula
tions annexed to the Convention of 18 October 1907 made the 
following provision in Article 15 : " Relief societies for prisoners of 
war, which are properly constituted in accordance with the laws 
of their country and with the object of serving as the channel for 
charitable effort, shall receive from the belligerents, for themselves 
and their duly accredited agents, every facility for the efficient 
performance of their humane task, within the bounds imposed by 
military necessities and administrative regulations. Agents of 
these societies may be admitted to the places of internment for 
the purpose of distributing relief, as also to the halting places of 
repatriated prisoners, if furnished with a personal permit by the 
military authorities, and on giving an undertaking in writing to 
comply with all measures of order and police which the latter may 
issue ". 

The legal structure and the legal basis of action of the ICRC 
were obviously very insignificant. In the absence of any binding 
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mandate or the material power to impose itself, authority had to 
spring from its independence. Faith in the idea for which it had 
agreed to fight was its only arm against the might of States and 
their military forces. 

These were the circumstances in which the ICRC notified the 
National Societies on the outbreak of hostilities in 1914 that it was 
prepared to open an office to centralise all the information and gifts 
intended for prisoners of war, and subsequently announced that it 
had been opened under the name of "International Prisoners' 
Relief and Information Agency". After which the handful of 
persons composing the Committee seated themselves round a table 
and waited for events. 

Their wait was not to be long, letters and telegrams 'asking for 
information soon came pouring in. 

The first battles of the War had been a veritable holocaust. 
The invasion of French territory had filled the hearts of countless 
families with anguish as to the fate of their father, son, or brother 
who was missing. Dead or alive, prisoner or free, wounded? 
Government offices, overwhelmed with work, were unable to reply. 
I t was then by some strange phenomenon the word "Geneva" 
spread from lip to lip. Letters came in an unceasing flow. What 
was to be replied? The Governments were asked but they had to 
be coaxed. They had other and more important problems to deal 
with, in their view, than answering this Geneva Committee. Finally, 
on 7 September 1914, a first list of French prisoners in Germany 
was brought along by the President of the Red Cross at Freiburg
in-Breisgau, the first in exchange of the requests from families. 
It looked as though the members of the ICRC were to have a 
heavy task. "You'll see, we shall need to be at least 16 ", said one 
of them, while his colleagues threw up their hands, protesting that 
8 would always be enough. By the next month they were 200, and 
a few months later 1,200! The premises in the rue de l'AtMnee 
were too small and they had to move to the Palais Eynard, which 
had been lent by the town authorities. This in tum proved too 
small for all the Services, and on 12 October 1914, the Agency took 
possession of the Musee Rath, the former Palais des Beaux Arts 
of the city of Geneva. What was most difficult was to organise the 
work. By dint of imagination, however, it succeeded in arranging 
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a series of separate Services, split up into Sections, according to 
the nationality of prisoners or the type of work. 

The Hague Regulations had duly stipulated that the national 
offices should enter all information relating to prisoners of war on 
personal cards. But these were to be handed over to the Govern
ment of the opposing Party after peace had been concluded! Were 
families to have to wait for months, maybe years? The heartache 
of the mother or wife of a missing man is· no less painful tl:tan a 
physical wound. Since the Red Cross was there to alleviate suffering, 
it would try to relieve this suffering too. The Geneva Agency 
undertook to act as intermediary and immediately forward the 
lists of prisoners received from the other camp to the authorities. 
Still more, to shorten administrative delays and reassure the families 
which wrote to it directly, it would transcribe these lists on to person
al cards. 7,000,000 names were to be transcribed in this way. The 
technical difficulties inherent in the different languages involved, 
the errors of transcription, demanded the precision of a watch
maker. The requests were so inaccurate that it was often necessary 
to consult a great many cards before finding the man it was wanted 
to locate. And there were all those whose name was on no list, all 
the " missing". It was decided to trace them. The Agency opened 
inquiries, first of all by means of lists posted up in the camps and 
then individually. This meant discovering the names of regimental 
comrades among the thousands of cards, who might possibly have 
witnessed the fate of the missing man. It was an almost impossible 
task, but that did not prevent its being undertaken. This Inquiry 
Service proved so valuable that the Governments were able to 
make official use of the statements collected by the Agency. 

As they were able to obtain information with regard to the fate 
of prisoners, families got into the habit of sending messages to 
Geneva for them. At the beginning there were 5,000 letters a day on 
an average. This work was not so simple as it appeared. The letters 
had to be carefully scanned and filtered. It was an unusual means 
of communication and if the Agency were to have forwarded 
messages which were insulting for the opposing party, or contained 
military information, the belligerents could quite legitimately have 
suspected the Red Cross of failing to be neutral. This activity could 
compromise the other Services of the ICRC. Subsequently corres
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pondence between prisoners of war and their families was organised 
through the postal Services of neutral countries and the Agency 
was able to reduce this type of work, without completely eliminat
ing it. 

There were not only letters and telegrams. From the beginning 
of September 1914, parcels began to arrive-a hundred a day to 
begin with. But this dribble was soon to become a flood, Pathetic 
family parcels whose contents, however humble were to be a 
treasure to the prisoner, as much for the tenderness with which 
they had been prepared as for the addition they made to the only 
too often meagre rations of captives. New Services were set up, 
arrangements were made with the authorities of the forwarding, 
receiving and transit countries to simplify postal or customs 
formalities which threatened to slow down the traffic and deprive 
the parcels of the major part of their practical value. The National 
Red Cross Societies and the Governments in tum became concerned 
as to the fate of their nationals who were prisoners and the stream 
of individual parcels was accompanied by another stream of 
collective consign~ents. This was how the Agency came to handle, 
check or repack and forward nearly 2,000,000 individual parcels 
and not far from 2,000 goods trucks of collective consignments. 
The " Information Office" had developed into a huge agency for 
tracing, information, correspondence, translation, inquiries, for
warding and even banking operations, for, in addition to letters 
and parcels, there was money to transmit. 

It is hard to imagine what all that involved in a world at war, 
in the form of approaches and negotiations with authorities which 
were more possessed of a will to conquer at any cost than pre
occupied by the welfare of their enemies. 

Surely this feverish activity, which sprang from emotional 
impulses, was all rather a pleasant" extra" if not a luxury? After 
all The Hague Regulations laid down that prisoners should be 
humanely treated; that their food, sleeping accommodation and 
clothing should correspond to those provided to the troops of the 
Detaining Power. They facilitated correspondence also. True, but 
the spirit in which Conventions of this type are concluded in peace
time is one thing, and the atmosphere in which they are applied 
in the very midst of war is another. These provisions, which com
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prised no sanctions or even any supervision, were left to the discre
tion and honour of the belligerents. The latter were more prone to 
cite them in order to denounce enemy violations than to exact 
application by their own agents. 

There was no international treaty, no mandate under which 
the ICRC could claim the right to intervene with the belligerents 
for the proper respect of The Hague Regulations. Nevertheless, 
it did so unhesitatingly. Just as Dunant had pleaded for the 
wounded and sick, the ICRC pleaded for prisoners: Its President 
and members, who were free from any national or political influence, 
unhampered by the restrictions sometimes imposed by diplomatic 
customs simply on the strength of their moral authority approached 
the different governments in person or in writing. It was probably 
just on account of its independence and because it held no mandate 
from anyone but itself, that the Committee succeeded-in varying 
measu~e and not without difficulty-in improving the fate of 
prisoners of war and facilitating not only its own task, by means 
of its suggestions and intermediary, but also formulating the 
agreements between belligerents which progressively completed 
or more clearly defined The Hague Regulations. 

More than one temporary or lasting improvement resulted from 
the missions sent to visit camps. Admittedly, they were only 
authorised to distribute relief, but the ICRC delegates did not 
remain blind when doing this. Their observations, assembled in 
Geneva, gave some idea of camp conditions, how the international 
regulations were respected-or disregarded. Mo'reover, there are 
things of which a government has no wish to let foreigners be wit
ness. It sufficed for a Red Cross visit to be announced for hasty 
improvements to be made in the daily bill of fare and the huts to be 
cleaned out. While it may be queried whether this was not merely for 
stage effect, it was always so much to the good. The delegate was not 
necessarily gullible and the complaints heard during these visits 
did not fall on deaf ears. They were noted by the· ICRC, which 
continued to intercede. Its reprimands, based on an ideal, could find 
support in a more hackneyed argument-reciprocity. Its repres
entatives having access to the camps on either side of the front, 
the Committee took advantage to vaunt its parallel efforts and their 
results to both Parties. 
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As a result of almost permanent repudiation of the 1906 revised 
text of the Geneva Convention, thousands of members of the Army 
Medical Corps were not only treated as prisoners of war, but retained 
even when their assistance was no longer required. The ICRe, 
although in no way responsible for the execution of the Convention, 
swamped as it was with protests, constantly intervened throughout 
the war to explain the spirit in which it should be interpreted. 

The most difficult problem, however, was to be the repatriation 
of prisoners of war in general. As the war dragged on indefinitely, 
it became not only cruel but senseless to retain captive all those 
who were definitively disabled on account of wounds or sickness. 
Here again the Committee undertook long and laborious negotia
tions. These finally, led, from 1916, to the seriously wounded or 
sick being repatriated or interned in Switzerland. 

It is good to relieve distress, but even better to avert it. The 
ICRC, with its knowledge of all the difficulties which beset human
itarian undertakings in countries where everything is being sub
ordinated to the war effort, tried to see ahead. Already in 1917, 
it drew the governments' attention to the great obstacles it would 
be necessary to overcome at the end of the war to bring back these 
millions of prisoners of war to their home country. Its good reason 
for anxiety was to be only too clearly demonstrated when the time 
came. The repatriation of the prisoners of the Central Powers to 
Russia and of the latter's prisoners to the Central Powers or their 
successor States, presented an almost insuperable difficulty in the 
political, administrative and material chaos which followed the 
collapse of the Empire in Germany, the dividing up of Austria
Hungary and the 1917 Soviet Revolution. All these countries were 
impoverished and disorganised by the war. The resulting diffi
culties were no longer a matter for two or three governments, but 
for a series of quite new governments barely endowed with an 
authority which was still contested, unknown to each other or 
fighting against one another. What could the Red Cross do, 
except offer a few food supplies, clothing, comfort, through the 
local branches of its national committees? In a word give expres
sion to human pity, with resources which had been reduced by over 
four years of war, and in an atmosphere, if not of hatred, at least 
of unfriendliness. In actual fact it did more than this, and here 
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again the ICRC had the courage to conceive ambitious plans. It 
offered its services to the governments, whose goodwill was ill-served 
by circumstances most of the time. It proposed schemes, suggested 
agreements, organised escorts. The governments themselves or 
their commissioner asked for its assistance. In addition to the 
administrative and material difficulties which delayed solution of 
the problems, there were questions of ideology. Some authorities 
claimed the right to oppose the return of Russian prisoners to a 
country of which they challenged the regime. The German and 
Austrian prisoners, who were scattered all over Russian territory 
up to the remote borderlands of Siberia, found insurmountable 
obstacles in the way of return to their homeland, among which 
diplomatic difficulties were not the smallest. It was only in the 
spring of 1920, nearly two years after the close of hostilities on the 
Western front, that, the diplomatic difficulties having finally been 
smoothed out, repatriation could actually start. But at what a 
cost! The Soviet parcelling out of Russia practically closed the 
direct road. All that remained for the prisoners in European 
Russia was the Baltic route, while those from Siberia had to travel 
via Vladivostok, the China Seas and the Indian Ocean. The ICRC 
opened up these routes, but it remained to use them. Material 
means were needed for that. The ICRC confided its troubles to 
the newborn League of Nations. The latter, realising that there 
was no better basis for its reputation than the encouragement of 
such an undertaking, established a special Commissariat for the 
Repatriation of Prisoners, and succeeded in persuading Dr. F. Nan
sen to take charge. A scheme was then adopted at a first conference, 
convened and presided over by the ICRC, assembling Dr. Nansen 
on the one hand, and the representatives of Germany, Austria, 
Hungary and the Soviets on the other. After that, practical work 
at last started under the guidance of the Commissioner, who was 
able to declare, with the work which had already been done by the 
International Committee, everything already organised, that all he 
had to do was to find the money, ships and supplies required to 
take full advantage of the possibilities offered by the opening of 
the Baltic routes. The aura which still surrounds the name of 
Nansen is proof of the success with which he carried out his task. 
The close cooperation between the Commissioner and the Inter
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national Committee, the efforts of a series of German, Austrian, 
Czech or Soviet organisations, enabled most of these prisoners, 
lost in a hostile world, to be returned to their homeland. 

This shows how greatly the ICRC was led to expand its originally 
modest work. In doing so it was not only responding to immediate 
needs. Without knowing, it was helping to establish Geneva Law 
on a much broader basis. All these activities which have been 
partly outlined were to supply substance not only for a new revision 
of the Geneva Convention but for the future Prisoners of War 
Code. They so perfectly fitted in with the logic of the initial prin
ciple of the Red Cross, that in the end they came to be considered 
as natural. The new Convention relative t6 the Treatment of 
Prisoners of War would either impose on the signatory governments 
or at least open the door to a new edition of what a handful of 
grea-thearted men, without any authority, any mandate, almost 
any material means, had succeeded in obtaining. What was a 
miracle was to become something that was due, provided for, 
organised. What was the result of concessions obtained by dint of 
pleading or insistence would become the right of the weak, the duty 
of the powerful. As to the ICRC, its freedom from any binding 
mandate had converted it from a mere moral link between private 
Societies into a neutral intermediary between the most powerful 
States. 

This very briefly depicts, from certain angles, the extent to 
which the activities of a few devoted individuals, who in September 
1914 had opened an Information Agency for Prisoners of War, had 
gradually developed. That Agency, it will be remembered, origin
ated from a similar venture in Basle during the 1870 War, when it 
had not been dared to place it under the sign of the Red Cross, 
reserved exclusively for the wounded and sick. In September 1914, 
the ICRC found itself in a comparable position. Alongside, the 
stream of requests for information concerning prisoners of war the 
Agency received increasing inquiries concerning civilians in enemy 
territory, who had generally been arrested and interned as soon as 
hostilities broke out. The Geneva Convention only applied to 
members of the armed forces. Civilians, who were by definition 
non-combatants, were theoretically outside the war. But now 
they too were affected. 
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The ICRC, although this new problem was beyond its scope of 
action, was not prepared to remain deaf to appeals which betrayed 
suffering just as keen as that of the members of the fighting forces, 
and equally deserving. It therefore (as in Basle in 1870) established 
a separate Section for them which was distinct from the Agency. 

To begin with it endeavoured, first through the intermediary 
of the National Red Cross Societies and then directly with the 
governments, to ensure that civilian internees, or at least those 
who were retained only because they were enemy nationals, should 
be assimilated to prisoners of war as regards their material con
ditions of captivity. It took some pains to do it but the Committee 
partially succeeded and this simplified the work of the Agency's 
civilians' Service. But at the same time the latter's work was 
expanding owing to the existence of other civilians who had fallen 
into the hands of the enemy: hostages, political detainees, popula
tions in occupied territories. The task was now one of obtaining all 
it had been successful in accomplishing for prisoners of war for 
these other victims, but without any legal basis so far as the latter 
were concerned. The Committee's imagination and obstinacy were 
constantly required to improvise, as the lengthening out of the 
war added to the victims and needs grew with destruction, which 
simultaneously reduced the means wherewith to meet them. 

* * * 
After the end of the war it was almost worse. A large part of 

Europe, ruined by it, was a prey to political, national and social 
upheavals. The repatriation of prisoners of war from the Eastern 
front has already been referred to earlier. The events which delayed 
this created other problems. In addition to the millions of prisoners 
there were millions of civilians: refugees, dispersed families, whole 
peoples in a state of famine or threatened with epidemics. Warned 
of these situations by its delegations, the ICRC had to launch large
scale actions, find relief, arrange for it to be centralised, promote
for it could not do everything itself-the organisation of philan
thropic movements, official or private bodies. 

For, example, it brought about the establishment of the Inter
national Union for Child Welfare which, under its patronage, was 
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entrusted with centralising the already existing societies and 
promoting new ones; it succeeded, with the newly founded League 
of Red Cross Societies, in obtaining the establishment of the Nansen 
Commissariat by the League of Nations. At the same time it was 
busy organising the allocation of relief in Vienna, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Hungary, placing its delegates at the disposal of the govern
ments concerned to organise and supervise transit camps, hiring or 
purchasing ships, so that repatriation, hampered by the sudden 
appearance of so many new countries, accumulating hostile fron
tiers, might proceed. 

This was when, for the first time it came face to face with civil 
war. The new regimes installed in Russia in 1917-18 and in Hun
gary in 1919 produced another form of conflict: class or ideological 
warfare, which, alongside the suffering inherent in any war, threw 
masses of political detainees into prison. Nothing authorized the 
Committee to intervene in the internal affairs of any State: noth
ing beyond the fact that the seriousness of a wound does not depend 
on the legal character of a conflict and that the concern of the 
Red Cross for its victims has no more to do with their convictions 
than the colour of their uniform. The International Committee 
therefore endeavoured to persuade the ruling authorities to allow 
the National Society to subsist and permit the Committee itself to 
continue with its own activities. As can be guessed, in the circum
stances of the moment, its efforts were not always crowned with 
success, far from it. Nevertheless, its delegates, in contrast to more 
than one disappointment, recorded two great triumphs: on 7 Au
gust 1918, a Decree signed by Lenin recognizing and maintaining 
the Geneva Convention and all the other international agreements 
relating to the Red Cross, was officially communicated to the 
International Committee and all the governments parties to the 
Geneva Convention. 

In 1919, in Hungary, the ICRC delegate successively obtained 
from the Bela Kun revolutionary government and the Hungarian 
government which overthrew it, permission to visit, assist and 
on occasion free the political detainees and hostages imprisoned by 
both sides. 

It was necessary to stress the huge efforts of the ICRC, which 
have almost been forgotten nowadays, but whose value wast twofold. 
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Not only did they alleviate countless sufferings, but, having started 
out very modestly, they spread to every form of distress engendered 
by war. New bases of action were evolved and new laws hammered 
out which saved the Red Cross from being swept away with so 
many other blessings of civilisation in the storm of the Second 
World War. 

Eventually, as the world gradually returned to order, the ICRC 
was able to reduce its activities, but it never interrupted them. 

There were now large intellectual and legal tasks to be per
formed: further revise the Geneva Convention in the light of what 
experi~nce had taught; elaborate the 1929 Prisoners of War Code 
to complete, clarify and strengthen the insufficient provisions of 
The Hague Regulations for Prisoners of War and make it a Second 
Geneva Convention; study legal means whereby to protect the 
various categories of civilians, internees, deportees, refugees, etc., 
for whom the war had been just as harsh as for the armed forces; 
and finally, in the light of the threat to the civilian population arising 
from the terrifying development of weapons and new means of 
destruction such as poison gases, to awaken public opinion to this 
danger and urge the governments to come to an agreement on the 
necessary limitations and prohibitions. 

Moreover, peace was fragile. Conflicts broke out here and 
there. While these were localised and did not always demand large
scale actions on the part of the ICRC, they kept it on the (( qui vive» 
and constantly obliged it to plead for the respect of the principles 
of the Conventions. 

Two events, however, were to call for the direct intervention 
of the International Committee and prepare it for the major test 
of 1939-1945, while draining its coffers to the last farthing. These 
were the Italo-Ethiopian war in 1935 and, from 18 July 1936, to a 
far greater extent, the Civil War in Spain. In the latter, the equality 
of the opposing forces, the existence of two rival governments, both 
enjoying the recognition of foreign governments and benefiting 
from the participation of a great many foreign volunteers in 
organised formations, were speedily to vest it with almost all the 
features of an international conflict and hence raise the same 
problems. Nevertheless, it was an internal conflict and, as such, 
eluded the Geneva Conventions and The Hague Law. It was there
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fore no small affair and no trifling a result to demand and obtain 
that not only the ICRC but foreign Red Cross Societies should be 
allowed to give assistance, the emblem respected, information 
agencies established and visits to prisoners arranged, and to get 
written undertakings not only for the intervention of the ICRC 
but the at least implicit application of the Conventions, in spirit if 
not to the letter. It would be overbold to claim that the Red Cross 
was successful in relieving all the suffering caused by that conflict 
between brothers. But its intervention in this civil war constituted 
a precedent of the greatest importance and a new victory of the 
Red Cross over national sovereignty. What the ICRC succeeded 
in achieving not only in respect of material but also moral relief 
and the observance of Conventional principles (always brought 
back into question again), was almost a miracle in the light of the 
circumstances, the unyielding nature of a struggle a,J.I the more 
bitter because between compatriots and for ideological reasons. 
I t should be added that if it aroused universal interest from the 
political and even the military angles, the interest of the world of 
charity was no less keen. The ICRe's actions were substantially 
supported by the financial relief which came from 50 different 
countries. 

1939-1963
 

The Spanish war was hardly over and the International Com
mittee was still busy with its immediate consequences when the 
fateful Second World War broke out. Was it to be a Blitzkrieg or 
a worse repetition ofthe 1914-1918 conflict? What could the ICRC 
do with an empty cash-box? It was impossible to foresee how 
military operations would develop, or, consequently, the place, 
type and scale of, the problems they would raise. All that could 
be done was to set up a Central Information Agency. For the rest 
it was a matter of "wait and see". Several of the Committee's 
members had helped to organise and run the 1914-1918 Agency 
and the experience gained in the Spanish war was still fresh in the 
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minds of those concerned. Everything could therefore be organised 
in advance, without trusting to improvisation. The Committee 
proceeded accordingly. As in 1914, it notified all the belligerents 
of the opening of the Agency, but, aware of what lay ahead of it, the 
Agency was immediately installed in premises with an area of 
4,700 square metres. Then the first lists of prisoners were awaited, 
but before these had even arrived in Geneva (insofar as they had 
been made out) the campaign in the East was already over. Poland, 
occupied, annexed, had been wiped off the political map by its 
opponents. In the eyes of the Reich Government, its appropria
tion eliminated the Geneva Convention, and the fate of its inhab
itants, whether military or civilian, was a purely internal affair. 
The ICRC failed to share its views, but only succeeded in obtain
ing incomplete authority to concern itself with prisoners of war. 
As to the Soviet Government, it had not ratified the 1929 Prisoners 
of War Code and was not bound thereby. 

Then came the period of the " phoney war ". The I CRC was 
not idle, of course, but its activities were very limited, almost 
laughable in the face of the huge premises prepared. Advantage 
was taken to improve the mechanism of the Agency for whatever 
purpose this might serve. 

But in 1940 everything changed. Millions of civilians became 
scattered along the roads, millions of prisoners of war were thrown 
into camps by the invasion of the Netherlands, Belgium and France. 
The Agency was flooded almost overnight. Up to 60,000 letters a 
day came in! People no longer knew to whom to turn, with the 
general confusion, the constant retreat of the authorities. And so it 
was that, just as in 1914, they appealed to Geneva. Then lists, end
less lists, came rolling in, for whole armies had been captured in a 
single day. As in 1914, all this information had to be transcribed, 
entered on cards, reforwarded, but at what a pace and on what a 
scale. The requests for information had to be examined, sorted, 
compared with cards, answered. The Red Cross was not an adminis
tration. Its workers, who for the most part were volunteers, had 
come to help. To them each card represented a man each letter a 
tearful woman. In order to find everyone therefore, they conceived 
and invented new and ever more efficient systems. It was a stupend
ous task if one only stops to think that in the Agency's card 
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index there were 15,000 Martins, of whom 1,500 had the same 
Christian name, and still more Jones, Smiths or MulIers; that the 
same man might be registered on four, five or even ten different 
cards because his name had been misspelt. It was no longer 7 million 
cards, but nearly 40 million that had to be established, sorted, filed, 
handled. In the second part of the war, machines came to the help 
of men. With these alone 8,600,000 perforated cards were estab
lished, 66 million sorted, 24 million transcribed on to lists. In all, 
240 million cards passed through their delicate mechanisms. These 
last figures give some idea of the work involved in the other millions 
of cards which were not machine handled and had to be made 
out by hand. 

Apart from the Central Agency, it was camp visits which had 
been most useful for the prisoners of war during the first world 
conflict. The Committee reintroduced these. Having promoted the 
Prisoners of War Code, after the Geneva Convention, it despatched 
delegates to ascertain how this was being applied. The very existence 
of this purely de facto supervision, which supplemented that of the 
Protecting Power without overlapping it, sometime sufficed to 
avoid too flagrant a disregard for the Conventions. According 
to cases, remarks were made to camp commanders or approaches 
undertaken by the ICRC to the highest authorities. These visits 
were, moreover, a real source of moral comfort to the prisoners. 
However fleeting, however small the number of prisoners with 
whom the Red Cross delegate could talk in a day, they showed 
millions of people they were not completely abandoned to the will 
of their captors, that friends were thinking of them, concerned as 
to their fate. It was a breath of fresh air from the outer world, the 
sight of a new but friendly face. The gates of prison camps swung 
open 8,000 times in the course of the war to let in these unknown 
friends. They did not come empty-handed, moreover, but brought 
material as well as moral relief in their wake. It will be remembered 
how the ICRC in 1870 added assistance to prisoners of war to relief 
for the wounded and sick and how this new activity developed from 
a secondary to a main activity during the First World War. With 
greater reason, this occurred again during the Second World War. 
The 1907 Hague Regulations and their sequel, the 1929 Prisoners 
of War Code, had laid down that recognized relief Societies should 
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be admitted to camps for distributing relief. Originally, the Red 
Cross Society of the Detaining Power had been primarily in mind. 
Obviously, the true spirit of the Red Cross and the Conventions 
demanded that it show solicitude for the conditions of enemy pri
soners, just as a nurse on the battlefield or in hospital cares for 
compatriots or enemies alike. Without accusing anyone, however, 
it is a fact that, with few exceptions, little attention was paid to 
the fate of enemy prisoners. On the other hand, the National Red 
Cross Societies, with the whole population of their countries, con
cerned themselves with compatriots who were prisoners of war. 
Would they at least be authorized to enter enemy territory, under 
the Red Cross emblem, in order to bring comfort and relief to their 
friends ? There was no hope of this. In the atmosphere of hatred 
and feverish excitability prevailing in the world, and with the 
general It spy complex ", belligerents were not prepared to authorise 
enemy nationals, even if they wore a Red Cross armband, to pene
trate into their territory. They barely allowed in the smallest 
possible number of neutral Red Cross Societies' representatives. 
Thus it was that, once again, people turned to Geneva. 

The ICRC was very soon a target for individual parcels to be 
forwarded or money to make them up. Did this simply mean refor
warding? Far from it, the parcels' contents had to be ascertained, 
they had to be repacked, and often new routes found to send them 
on to their destination. The necessary arrangements were accord
ingly made. But, valuable as they were, these individual parcels 
soon proved insufficient. The ICRC then renegotiated with the 
National Red Cross Societies. The latter made up standard parcels 
which were grouped and placed in a transit warehouse in Geneva, 
from where they were forwarded to the enemy and divided up 
into camp consignments on the spot. This was easily done on paper, 
but when it came to practice, in full wartime, it was another matter. 
How were the seas to be crossed when every day ships were attacked 
and often sunk, except friendly vessels ? How were the consignments 
to be forwarded inland in countries disorganised by war, where 
railway equipment had been mobilised for war needs and was con
stantly dwindling as the result of bombing? The Committee hired 
and bought ships, established warehouses in ports, and concluded 
agreements in Geneva. 
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Its agents besieged transport undertakings. In the end, strange 
paradox in the midst of total warfare, ships flyjng the red cross 
flag, and trains plastered with the emblem, were to be seen trans
porting supplies from one continent to another, a challenge to the 
bombs pouring down each day on towns. Crates of food and medical 
supplies which were to help the prisoners to survive; books-a 
million and a half-religious articles, musical instruments, games 
and sports equipment, which were to keep their souls and minds 
alive and uphold their morale, for man" doth not live by bread 
alone". The total weight of all this relief was 450,000 tons, i.e. 
45,000 goods trucks, equivalent to 90 million 10-pound parcels. 
All this was the work of a few great-hearted men without any 
official authority or material means. 

I t should not be imagined that the Central Information and 
Relief Agency functioned automatically once it was organised. 
Every day new difficulties arose, every year there were fresh prob
lems. After the invasion of the Netherlands, Belgium and France 
in 1940, came the invasion of the Balkans, the war in the East, the 
war in the Far East, the landing in North Africa, the Italian armis
tice, the landings in France. All these episodes involved new masses 
of prisoners up till 1945, when whole armies belonging to the Axis 
fell into the hands of the Allies. Each time this meant fresh negotia
tions, the establishment of new services, each time it grew more 
difficult. This is where figures assume their full value, and at the 
same time invest with horror the complete fruitlessness of other 
Red Cross efforts. Alongside the millions of captives who directly 
or indirectly benefited from the action of the JCRC, just as many 
never saw a delegate, never received an ounce of relief. Why? 
Because their country or their country's opponent was not bound 
by the 1929 Prisoners of War Code. 

The Red Cross proposes Conventions. The governments sign 
them or do not. They alone are responsible as regards their applic
ation or violation. To the ICRC these texts are purely and simply the 
expression of a higher righteous principle. Where they are lacking 
it is just as obstinate in what it endeavours to obtain in the name 
of this principle and on the basis of the Conventions as where 
they exist. The ICRC makes no discrimination among war's victims, 
but governments act otherwise. Thus the gates of Soviet prisoners' 
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camps in Germany or Axis prisoners' camps in the USSR remained 
firmly barred to the Committee, while in the Far East conflict it 
was authorised to intervene only to a tenth of what was allowed in 
Europe or America. 

Things were just the same for civilians. They were covered by 
no Convention, for at the time the Red Cross and the First Conven
tion had been established they were not included in war. If they 
sometimes suffered from its effects, it was only now and again, to a 
limited extent, when enemy troops passed through the country or 
if they happened to be close to a battlefield. It was only a matter 
of casual episodes, which were not of long duration. With the First 
World War everything began to change; with the Second everything 
had definitely changed. The Red Cross had tried to protect them too, 
on the strength of experience during the 1914-1918 war. A draft had 
been drawn up, adopted by the Red Cross Conference in Tokyo in 
1934 and was to have been submitted to a Diplomatic Conference 
in 1940. When the war broke out it was still in the form of a draft. 
The ICRC in vain asked the governments to put this draft into 
effect. This might have confined its interventions to traditional 
aetivitie.s on behalf of prisoners of war, which at least could find 
a basis in legal texts, and wash its hands of a situation outside its 
work. But this would have been contrary to its line of conduct. 
As a comprehensive set of rules was not attainable, it did what it 
could in detail to alleviate distress with its own means and wherever 
it was possible. It placed the Agency at the disposal of civilians for 
inquiries, tracing, correspondence. Here again letters flowed in. 
After some negotiation, it was finally permitted to forward civilian 
messages limited to 25 words. A standard form was drawn up in 
agreement with the National Societies. When the messages passed 
through Geneva they had to be entered on cards, censored, checked, 
grouped, stamped, and finally forwarded to their destination. 
From 1,000 a day in the beginning, at each decisive juncture of the 
war they swelled to tens of thousands. By the end of it, 24,000,000 
such messages had passed through the Agency's hands. 

Then there were all the civilian internees. Those for whom the 
mere fact that they happened to be on enemy territory when 
hostilities broke out was enough for them to be thrown into camp 
from one moment to another. And all those p..rrested by the police, 
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day after day (and often night after night), who disappeared without 
leaving any trace. The Committee finally succeeded, as in 1914, in 
arranging for civilian detainees to be assimilated to war prisoners 
and by analogy receive the same treatment. As to the second 
category, they were to remain lost for the Red Cross as for every
one. The « security of the State" which was invoked as the pre
text for the disappearance of these people placed the ICRC before 
a blank wall. This was the most painful tragedy of the Committee's 
whole existence. Only in the ultimate phase of the war did it 
succeed, by dint of repeated attempts, in obtaining permission to 
send a few parcels. These piled up and in the end rose to 700,000. 
At that time also it succeeded in obtaining the liberation of a few 
thousand internees whose health was poorest in order to transport 
them to Switzerland. But what were these rescues « in extremis" 
as compared with the suffering and extermination of so many 
years. 

Still another tragedy was that of hungry populations. Has 
anyone forgotten the terrible famine which struck Greece, for 
example, in 1941-1942, when day after day thousands of people 
(especially children) died like flies and the health of a whole country 
was in danger of being ruined for a generation? The International 
Committee began by setting up soup kitchens with the foodstuffs 
supplied by the Turkish Red Crescent Society. But this was not 
enough, the situation called for massive assistance. Only the Allied 
Powers could furnish this and they were anxious to do so. But the 
blockade rules which they themselves had issued prohibited an 
ounce of food being sent to the other side of the front. The ICRC, 
with the help of neutrals like Sweden and the Swiss Red Cross 
Society, intervened with the Allies. A derogation from the rules 
was obtained on condition that relief was distributed under the 
supervision of neutral delegates. It was only then that a fleet of 
ships was able to transport the 18,000 tons of Canadian wheat or 
other foodstuffs to Greece which were to save the country from 
losing all its inhabitants. A host of other small or large operations 
was carried on besides. Conceived, negotiated, arranged with great 
difficulty, these were all in the nature of adventures, heroic expedit
ions, in a world as much disorganised by hate as by material 
destruction. 
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The close of hostilities in 1945 was not to let the ICRC lay down 
the arms of charity any more than in 1918. Months and years are 
required to build up again what a bombardment destroys in a few 
moments. The camps were emptied of millions of prisoners of war 
only to close their gates again on new millions. Bread did not fall 
from the skies as bombs had done. Millions of uprooted, trans
planted individuals were to be found wandering over the face of the 
earth searching for a country which no longer existed or was no 
longer willing to recognise them. Nothing, or almost nothing, was 
ready in a large part of Europe to take over right away, with all 
the material means available to governments, most of the actions 
the ICRC had conducted all alone, single-handed. War was no longer 
rife, but peace had not yet taken possession of men's hearts. Too 
many people were still considered as enemies for the Red Cross 
always to meet with the necessary understanding in its various 
approaches. 

Hence the ICRC had to come to the assistance of a great 
many prisoners of war and civilian internees,· defend their inter
ests, distribute relief and organise their repatriation. It was only 
at the end of 1948 that all the prisoners had regained their 
homes. 

It also came to the help of countless refugees and" displaced 
persons" in particular by instituting a " travel document", which 
was a sort of passport to facilitate their repatriation or emigration. 
Furthermore, it organised the regrouping of families scattered by 
the war. The International Tracing Service at Arolsen (German 
Federal Republic), which has been managed by the ICRC since 
1955, performs similar work. All the information and documents 
relating to deported, displaced or missing persons in Germany and 
in the territories occupied by the German Forces during the Second 
World War are deposited and filed there. This Service carries out 
inquiries and replies to requests which still run into thousands 
every month. 

Finally, the ICRC was entrusted with another duty resulting 
from the Second World War, under Article 16 of the P.eace Treaty 
between Japan and the Allies, namely, the allocation of indemnities 
to former prisoners of Japan. The funds were handed over by the 
Committee to all the countries having submitted sufficiently 
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accurate lists of prisoners, which involved a good deal of checking. 

'" '" '" 
The ICRC undertook heavy relief tasks when new conflicts 

broke out after the end of the Second World War, to assist their 
victims. First of all in Greece it occupied itself with the needy 
civilian inhabitants, exiles and political detainees, to whom it 
distributed relief to a total value of 4.15 million Swiss francs. 

Its action in connection with the Palestine conflict was on an 
even larger scale. The Geneva delegates endeavoured to obtain 
respect of humanitarian rules, establishing safety zones round the 
hospitals and alleviating the conditions of prisoners of war, while 
distributing large quantities of relief to the civilian inhabitants 
affected by hostilities. But its biggest task was the provision of relief 
to the Arab refugees. For fifteen months, it was responsible for 
assistance to the hundreds of thousands of refugees in the areas 
which had been hardest hit by events. The relief distributed to 
these, most of which was from the UN, represented a total value of 
over 144 million Swiss francs. 

The ICRC was also called upon to intervene in a whole series of 
troubles and conflicts in different parts of the Asiatic Continent: 
Indochina, Indonesia, Burma, the Malay States. Everywhere it came 
to the relief of the military and civilian victims of events and 
visited prisoners of war and political detainees in large numbers. 

During the troubles which followed India's accession to in
dependence and the establishment of Pakistan it assisted some of 
the millions of refugees who flocked to one or the other side of the 
new frontier. It brought relief to the victims of the armed conflict 
which broke out in Kashmir and visited those taken prisoner, many 
of whom were freed as a result of its intervention. In Bengal, where 
the refugees were often living in utter distress, it organised extensive 
medical assistance and set up hospital centres, more especially 
for children. 

Again the ICRe intervened in the Korean war, offering its 
services to both parties as neutral intermediary to carry out the 
humanitarian duties demanded by the conflict. Unfortunately, it 
was unable to act in the North of the country, but at least in the 
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South it could assist the numerous prisoners of war and distribute 
relief to the civilian population. 

The Suez conflict in 1956 was the first occasion on which the 
new Geneva Conventions of 1949 were fully applied. The ICRC 
ascertained that these were respected by the belligerents and 
assumed the responsibilities they entrusted to it in cases of inter
national warfare. Its work on behalf of prisoners of war, the wound
ed and civilians, was very effective, especially in Port Said, where 
it distributed large quantities of medical supplies and clothing. 
Relief trains were able to enter the town, under the protection of 
the ICRC, when it was still occupied by the Anglo-French ex
peditionary force, and leave again loaded with wounded and sick. 
In Egypt, the Geneva delegates assisted internees and stateless 
persons, while on the Israeli side, it visited the prisoners of war and 
saw that the Fourth Convention was applied for the protection of 
civilians in occupied territory. 

Almost simultaneously, the tragic events of Hungary burst 
into flame. There the ICRC was extremely active in helping the 
unfortunate inhabitants. It organised an airlift for the transport 
of relief supplies to Budapest, comprising 90 tons of blood plasma, 
dressings, medicines, foodstuffs and blankets, largely gifts from 
various National Red Cross Societies. These demonstrated untold 
generosity throughout this episode and enabled the ICRC to send 
further consignments of relief by road, rail or river. The Committee 
was the only organisation authorised to distribute relief on Hun
garian soil, by virtue of an agreement concluded with the Budapest 
Government. Thus the lines of ICRC trucks were able to cross a 
frontier which was closed to all other convoys. In Budapest itself, 
the ICRC saw that the relief was fairly distributed, while in Austria 
other organisations, like the League of Red Cross Societies, received 
the refugees. The ICRe's work in Hungary continued some way 
into 1957 and the relief it was able to distribute represented a 
value of 85 million Swiss francs. 

In Algeria, it offered to carry out its traditional humanitarian 
activities from the beginning of the conflict. The French Govern
ment accepted this offer and between February and April 1955 a 
first mission of three delegates from Geneva visited 43 prisons 
where people had been confined on account of events. It was 
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followed by seven others up to the spring of 1961, during which the 
Committee's delegates visited most places in Algeria where thert 
were prisoners. Apart from the moral and material comfort brought 
to detainees, the prison and camp regimes were considerably 
improved as a result of the observations, suggestions and reports to 
the detaining authorities. Similar visits were made in France 
itself, where many of the prisons and internment camps for 
Algerians were periodically visited by ~ommittee delegates. 

At the same time the ICRC multiplied its interventions in 
favour of French prisoners held by the Algerian National Liberation 
Army, and succeeded in securing the release of about 50. 

lt also came to the assistance of the populations victims of 
events. First of ali it organised large relief actions for the Algerian 
refugees in Tunisia and Morocco, until the League of Red Cross 
Societies took over this acdvity. Afterwards it forwarded foodstuffs 
and medical supplies to the displaced populations regrouped in the 
interior of Algeria. These supplies, representing nearly 900,000 Swiss 
francs in all, were distributed with the help of the French Red 
Cross Society. 

The ICRC has set itself to alleviate the suffering arising from 
most of the conflicts which have broken out in recent years in 
various parts of the world. Just to mention the most important of 
its actions, there were Cyprus, the Lebanon, during the troubles 
of the summer of 1958, Cuba, where that same year it obtained a 
truce to permit evacuation of the wounded, Kenya, where it 
visited the Mau Mau prisoners, Rhodesia and Nyasaland, where it 
made similar visits to persons imprisoned as the result of disturb
ances, Indonesia, where it distributed two tons of medical supplies, 
Laos, to which it forwarded various emergency relief supplies, and 
Nepal, where it endeavoured to alleviate the distress of the Tibetan 
refugees. 

Two other ICRC actions should be mentioned in rather more 
detail. In the first place, its part in the repatriation of Koreans 
living in Japan. This was a relatively new task for the Committee, 
which it accepted after having been approached by the Japanese 
Red Cross Society. Its responsibility was to supervise the various 
phases of the repatriation operations up to embarkation, ensuring 
that humanitarian standards were adhered to. The presence of the 

424 



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

Geneva delegates was a guarantee that no one was embarked 
against his will. By the beginning of 1961, nearly 50,000 of the 
600,000 Koreans residing in Japan had been able to return to 
wherever they wished in their home country, i.e. to the Korean 
(North) People's Republic. 

The ICRC's activities from the beginning of the troubles which 
followed the proclamation of independence in the former Belgian 
Congo were even more important. The delegates immediately 
established neutral zones round the hospitals, sent ambulance 
columns to several areas, organised the evacuation of civilians and 
members of the armed forces and arranged for milk and other food 
distributions to the inhabitants in the various provinces, as well as 
to many refugees. 

In Leopoldville the ICRC delegation organised a tracing service 
for missing persons who had disappeared in the course of events. 
It also carried out a series of visits to political prisoners in the 
different provinces of the Congo and intervened for the release of 
civilian and military detainees. 

But the biggest operation of the Red Cross in the Congo consisted 
in its medical action, thanks to which the hospitals in the main 
centres could continue to care for inhabitants. Several of these 
hospitals had suddenly found themselves deprived of doctors; the 
ICRC and the League of Red Cross Societies consequently launched 
an appeal from Geneva to different National Societies for the 
immediate despatch of medical teams. The League recruited these 
while the ICRC co-ordinated their work and assigned them to the 
areas in the Congo where they were most needed. A hundred-odd 
doctors, nurses, men and women, from some 20 National Red 
Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies joined in this 
action, which provided large sections of the Congolese population 
with the medical care of which it would otherwise have been bereft. 

Still more recently the Bizerta and Goa conflicts, the Sino
Indian conflict, the Yemen, have furnished opportunities for the 
ICRe to intervene in' accordance with its traditional mission. 
Towards the end of 1962 it was even asked to assume a task outside 
its usual scope, in connection with the Cuban incident. Political 
tension was running very high and war could break out from one, 
day to the next, a war which, by resort to nuclear weapons, would 
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have led to mass extermination. The United Nations turned towards 
the ICRC as the only body which could still save the peace: it had to 
be ascertained that the ships en route for Cuba were not carrying 
long-range atomic weapons. The I.CRC did not feel it could evade 
this responsibility, but surrounded its assistance with all the 
conditions demanded by prudence and the requirements of neutral
ity. Finally, the strain was eased without the ICRC actually having 
had to act. But it has the feeling of having facilitated this to some 
extent; it also believes that by contributing to the maintenance 
of peace it remained loyal to its duty. 

... * ... 

The above shows how the ICRC, year after year, in conflict 
after conflict, constantly repeats the same gesture, offering its 
services as neutral intermediary. Its activities, on a smaller or larger 
scale, never vary: Agency, relief, camp visits. Events and camps 
bear different names: war is called rebellion or liberation, re
establishment of order or oppression, according to the case; 
combatants are qualified as outlaws, tyrants or martyrs. Equal 
hatred, equal suffering always prevail. For the ICRC, therefore, its 
duty is unwavering. 

Mention must still be made of the Geneva Conventions of 
August 12, 1949, the work and cornerstone of the ICRe. Whilst 
it is true that from the very origin the Red Cross was conceived 
with a dual aspect of relief on the one hand and Conventions on 
the other, and although the two are inseparable, it is nonetheless a 
fact that, in practice, action each time anticipated the law. We 
would stress that the Conventions are but the attempted expression 
-ever imperfect-of a pre-eminent principle. They facilitate 
renewed action; they do not generate it. The Convention of 1864, 
in its moderation, contained three essential points: 

The first of these was contained in article 6 : " Wounded or sick 
combatants, to whatever nation they may belong, shall be collected 
and cared for." 

The second, which springs directly from the first, is contained 
,in article 1 : " Ambulances and military hospitals shall be recognised 
as neutral .....". 
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The third, a tribute to the action of Henry Dunant and the 
women of Solferino, is intended to enable those relief Societies 
which are being formed in various countries to be prepared for the 
repetition of such action and to do so with the aim of making it more 
effective. Tills point is covered by article 5, which starts: tI Inhabi
tants of the country who bring help to the wounded shall be 
respected and shall remain free . . .". 

The 430 articles contained in the four Geneva Conventions of 
1949 are the direct issue of these texts. The principle has not varied, 
it is extended to all categories of victims of war and is completed by 
an array of rules for implementation. This extension from 10 
articles to 430 also reflects the spirit in which the 1949 Conventions 
were signed. In 1864 the Governments of Europe were moved by 
Dunant's chronicals, and if it was not without difficulty that they 
managed to ratify a Convention, they did so because they recognised 
the need. 

Since then, two full-scale wars have plunged the entire world 
into the miseries of war. These have multiplied, have become more 
protracted and have been extended to a point where they spare no 
one. During a single war, we have seen on the one hand, the means 
of destruction make such headway that they could exterminate 
humanity, and on the other hand, we have seen civilisation stoop 
to allowing the perpetration of crimes of all sorts which stagger the 
imagination. Legislative assemblies in 1949 were not thus called 
upon merely to harness themselves to the performance of a useful 
task, they were confronted with an imperious necessity. The results 
of their deliberations, these Geneva Conventions, spring from 
remorse, condemnation of the past and a quest for salvation. 
Moreover, as we have said, they are but the repeated affirmation 
of a single idea that is that a man who has been placed" hors de 
combat" and who does not take part in the fighting, shall be 
respected as a man; if he is in suffering he shall be succoured. 

The first Convention is none other than that which was ini
tialled in 1864, relative to wounded and sick troops, revised and 
brought up to date in 1906 and 1929. The second extends the 
application to naval warfare. The third, concerning the treatment 
of prisoners of war, is a revised version of the 1929 text which itself 
issued from the Hague Convention of 1907. Their principle being 
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uncontested, it was sufficient to revise them and bring them up to 
date in the light of experience. Only the fourth Convention is new. 
Its purpose was to afford to civilians fallen into enemy power pro
tection equal to that applicable to troops. Although distinct from 
one another, these four Conventions have been conceived as forming 
integral parts of a whole. 

* * * 
In 1963, the Red Cross should have the same attitude as Dunant 

when he wrote. his book A Memory 01 Sollerino a hundred years 
ago. If he described his efforts and those of the women of Castiglione 
for the wounded in such detail, it was not in order to boast or win 
compliments, but to show the scale of the catastrophe, make 
readers feel the useless suffering of war. He tells what a handful 
of kind-hearted people were able to do in order to underline what 
they were not able to do and, in c~nclusion, seek for proper means 
to make relief speedier and more effective in future. 

The Red Cross should view its first century of work with the 
same feelings. The great development of the movement deserves 
emphasis, but it should not be a pretext for vainglory. Proof of the 
usefulness of the Red Cross, the value of the individual self-sacrifice 
of which it is the sum total should be drawn from history. Past 
experience should thus give the conviction that still more can be 
achieved in future and means sought to this end. In other words, 
the Centenary should be more in the nature of a new step forward 
towards years still richer in results, than the end of a hundred 
years' journey. 
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Recognition of the Red Cross Society 
of the Federation of Malaya 

GENEVA, JULY 4, 1963 

Circular No. 443 

To the Central Committees ot the National Red Cross 
(Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

We have the honour to infonn you of the official recognition on 
July 4, 1963, of the Red Cross Society of the Federation of Malaya 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

This Society applied for recognition by letter dated June 6, 1962. 
The application was accompanied by the Decree promulgated on 
April 16, 1962, by the Government of the Federation of Malaya which 
accorded the Society recognition, together with the text of the 
Society's Statutes and a report of its activities. 

The study of these documents has shown that the ten conditions 
for recognition of a new Society by the International Committee 
have been duly fulfilled. The documents have also been examined 
in conjunction with the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
Societies. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross has pleasure, 
therefore, in announcing the recognition of this Society, which 
brings the number of member Societies of the International Red 
Cross to ninety-one. 

The work of the Red Cross in the Federation of Malaya had been 
carried out by the British Red Cross with devotion and competence 
until October 1957, when the powers and the property of its Federa
tion of Malaya Branch were transferred to the new National 
Society. Recognized by the authorities as an auxiliary to the 
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Medical Service of the armed forces within the meaning of the 
Geneva Conventions, it continues the task begun by the British 
Red Cross. There are committees in existence in each of the 
Federated States. The Society controls several clinics and gives 
training to nursing personnel and first-aid workers. It has, amongst 
other activities, created a blood transfusion service and an aid 
service for crippled children. It possesses a Junior section. 

The Federation of Malaya acceded on August 24, 1962, to the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949. 

The President of the Society is H.M. the Yang Di-Pertuan 
Agong ; the President of the Council is Dr. Abdul Rahman bin 
Haji Talib, Mr. R. Ramani is President of the Executive Committee, 
and the Secretary-General is Mrs. M. Koruth. The Society's head
quarters are at Kuala Lumpur. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross has great pleasure 
in admitting this new Society into the International Red Cross, 
accrediting it by this notice to all other National Societies and 
recommends it to their kind attention. It expresses its best wishes 
for the Society's future and the success of its charitable work. 

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

OF THE RED CROSS 

Leopold Boissier, President 
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Recognition of the Cameroon
 
Red Cross Society
 

GENEVA, JULY 4, 1963 

Circular No 444 

To the Central Committees ot the National Red Cross 
(Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

We have the honour to inform you of the official recognition 
on July 4, 1963, of the Cameroon Red Cross Society by the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross. 

This Society applied for recognition by the International Com
mittee by letter dated June 10, 1963. The application was accompa
nied by the Decree promulgated on January 9, 1963, by the Govern
ment of the Cameroon Republic which accorded the Society 
recognition, together with the text of the Society's statutes and a 
report of its activities. 

The study of these documents has shown that the ten conditions 
for recognition of a new Society have been duly fulfilled. The 
documents have also been examined in conjunction with the 
Secretariat of the League of Red Cross Societies. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross has pleasure, 
therefore, in announcing the recognition of this Society, which 
brings the number of member Societies of the International Red Cross 
to ninety-two. The Cameroon Red Cross thus becomes the fourteenth 
National Society to receive recognition on the African continent. 

The work of the Red Cross in Cameroon had been carried out 
with devotion and competence by the French Red Cross unti11960, 
when the powers and the property of its Cameroon branch were 
transferred to the new National Society. This Society has been 
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recognized as an auxiliary to the public authorities and to the 
Medical Service of the armed forces. It comprises 9 local committees. 
It takes part in the functioning of the leper-hospitals and orphan
ages, distributes relief to the victims of events of all descriptions, 
to the sick in hospitals, to those suffering from tuberculosis, directs 
a kindergarten and gives training to female instructors for home 
care. A Junior Red Cross is in the process of formation. 

The Republic of Cameroon is bound by the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949 by virtue of their ratification by France in 1951. 

The President of the Society is Dr. Tchoungui and its Secretary
General is Mrs. Boiche. Its headquarters are at Yaounde. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross has great 
pleasure in admitting this new Society into the International 
Red Cross, accrediting it by this notice to all other National 
Societies and recommends it to their kind attention. It expresses 
its best wishes for the Society's future and the success of its chari
table work. 

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

OF THE RED CROSS 

Leopold Boissier, President 
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Recognition of the Red Cross Society 
of the Congo (Leopoldville) 

GENEVA, JULY 4, 1963 

Circular No. 445 

To the Central Committees 01 the National Red Cross 
(Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

We have the honour to infonn you of the official recognition 
on July 4, 1963, of the Red Cross Society of the Congo (Leopoldville) 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

This Society applied for recognition by letter dated June 14, 
1963. The application was accompanied by the Decree promulgated 
on March 1, 1961, by the President of the Republic of the Congo 
which accorded the Society recognition, together with the text of 
the Society's Statutes and a report of its activities. 

The study of these documents has shown that the ten conditions 
for recognition of a new Society have been fulfilled. The documents 
have also been examined in conjunction with the Secretariat of the 
League of Red Cross Societies. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross has pleasure, 
therefore, in announcing the recognition of this Society, which 
brings the number of member Societies of the International Red 
Cross to ninety-three. The Red Cross of the Congo thus becomes the 
fifteenth National Society to receive recognition on the African 
continent. 

The work of the Red Cross of the Congo had been carried out by 
the Belgian Red Cross with devotion and competence until June 31, 
1960, when the powers and the property of the Congo Branch of 
that Society were transferred to the new National Society. It is 
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recognized as an auxiliary to the public authorities. It possesses 
branches in the main centres of the country. The Society, which 
continues the principal tasks begun by the Belgian Red Cross, 
controls several medical establishments, a leper-hospital, pediatric 
and blood transfusion centres. It gives training to first-aid workers 
and brings assistance to the victims of events of every description. 
The Junior Red Cross is in particular in an advanced state of 
development. 

The Republic of the Congo acceded on February 24, 1961, to 
the Geneva Conventions of 1949. 

The President of the Society is Mr. Albert Koka and its Secre
tary-General is Mr. Mamboulou. Its headquarters are at Leopold
ville. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross has greC}t pleasure 
in admitting this new Society into the International Red Cross, 
accrediting it by this notice to all other National Societies and 
recommends it to their kind attention. It expresses its best wishes for 
the Society's future and the success of its charitable work. 

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

OF THE RED CROSS 

Leopold Boissier, President 
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Recognition of the
 
Algerian Red Crescent Society
 

GENEVA, JULY 4, 1963 

Circular No. 446 

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross 
(Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

We have the honour to inform you of the official recognition 
on July 4, 1963, of the Algerian Red Crescent Society. 

This Society applied for recognition by letter dated June 24, 
1963. The application was accompanied by the Decree promulgated 
on September 6, 1962, by the Algerian provisional Executive which 
accorded it recognition, together with the text of the Society's 
Statutes and a report of its activities. 

The study of these documents has shown that the ten conditions 
for recognition of a new Society by the International Committee 
have been duly fulfilled. The documents have also been examined in 
conjunction with the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
Societies. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross has pleasure in 
announcing the recognition of this Society, which brings the number 
of member Societies of the International Red Cross to ninety-four. 
The Algerian Red Crescent thus becomes the sixteenth National 
Society to receive recognition on the African continent. 

The work of the Red Crescent in Algeria had been carried out by 
the French Red Cross with devotion and competence until the 
country achieved independence. It was immediately taken over by 
the new Society which had been created during the conflict. It is 
recognized as an auxiliary to the public authorities and the Medical 
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Service of the armed forces. It consists of departmental and local 
committees. It undertakes courses for first-aid workers and nursing 
assistants and directs a clothing centre and a milk distribution 
centre for infants. It has opened some dispensaries and is preparing 
others. It has placed several ambulances into service. A Junior 
Red Crescent is in the process of formation. 

The provisional Algerian Government acceded on June 20,1960, 
to the Geneva Conventions of 1949. 

The President of the Society is Mr. Mustapha Kermia and its 
Secretary-General is Mr. A. Tahraoni. Its headquarters are at 
Algiers. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross has great pleasure 
in admitting this new Society into the International Red Cross, 
accrediting it by this notice to all other National Societies and 
recommends it to their kind attention. It expresses its best wishes for 
the Society's future and the success of its charitable work. 

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

OF THE RED CROSS 

Leopold Boissier, President 
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OF THE RED eROS S
 

SUNDRY ACTIVITIES 

News Items 

India 

The International Committee of the Red Cross effected a second 
visit to the camp of Deoli, in the State of Rajasthan, where the 
Indian Government, following on the conflict with China, had 
interned a certain number of Chinese nationals resident in its 
territory. Mr. Max Stalder, ICRC Delegate, went there on June 25, 
1963, where he saw 924 internees, of whom about 300 were on the 
point of being repatriated to China. He was accompanied by 
Mr. B. Singh-Paul, delegate of the Indian Red Cross. 

We would recall that, on December 12, 1962, Mr. Andre 
Durand, general delegate of the ICRC for Asia, had paid a first 
visit to that camp. 

South Viet Nam 

On June 10 last the JCRC received the following telegram from 
the General Buddhist Association in Saigon: 

" Forty Bonzes have been on hunger strike for the past five 
days-no doctor authorized to visit them-several whose chief 
aged 80 state of exhaustion-grateful you give them aid." 

In accordance with procedure established in similar cases, the 
ICRC immediately transmitted this appeal to the Red Cross of the 
Republic of Viet Nam, which Mr. Werner Muller, delegate of the 
International Committee in that country, also approached. 

In reply, this National Society stated that two doctors of its 
central branch had given treatment to the Bonzes on hunger strike 
in their pagoda, and later at the hospital at Hue to which they were 
transferred. 

Termination of the JeRe action in Indonesia 

As a result of the recent renewal of diplomatic and consular 
relations between Indonesia and the Netherlands, the JCRC has 
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just terminated its activities as neutral intermediary in the humani
tarian sphere between the two countries. 

Following on a request by the Netherlands Government, the 
International Committee had agreed in 1961 to transmit to the 
Indonesian Red Cross funds paid by the Dutch authorities, by way 
of compensation, consisting of pensions and allowances to Nether
lands nationals remaining in Indonesia. Since the beginning of the 
action, the number of beneficiaries amounted to about 800 and' 
funds transferred by the ICRC totalled 557,000 dollars. 

Postal relations having also been suspended, the Central 
Tracing Agency of the ICRC concerned itself in addition with 
transmitting family messages in both directions 'Qetween the two 
countries. The International Committee also facilitated, in co
operation with the Indonesian Red Cross, the passage of Nether
lands nationals who had decided to return to their own country. 

Finally, it should be recalled that in March of last year, the 
ICRC, having accepted a mandate proposed to it by the United 
Nations Organization, had charged its general delegate for Asia, 
Mr. Andre Durand, to deal with the repatriation of fifty-two Indon
esian prisoners released by the Netherlands authorities in New 
Guinea. 

The Yemen 

The International Committee, which is continuing its activity 
in favour of the victims of the events in the Yemen, has recently 
made changes in the personnel of its delegations. Drs. Bruno 
Beretta and Jiirg Baer; who have during the past few months 
shown great devotion in carrying out their missions on the Royalist 
and Republican sides respectively, will be replaced by Dr. Candido 
Marcoli and Mr. Joseph Gasser. 

Dr. Marcoli has just started for Saudi Arabia, accompanied by 
Mr. Ibrahim Zreikat, interpreter. He will endeavour to assist the 
victims of the fighting in the areas still controlled by the Imam 
El Badr and to solve the difficult medical problems arising in this 
connexion. He has also been instructed to extend his assistance to 
Egyptian prisoners captured by the Royalist forces. 

Mr. Gasser, for his part, will be continuing the relief action 
started by Dr. Baer and which will consist in distributing medicines 
and bandaging equipment for the wounded. He will also seek to 
extend ICRC aid to prisoners captured in action by the Republican 
forces. Mr. Gasser is already known in Sanaa, capital of the Republic 
of the Yemen, where he went at the beginning of the year as an 
assistant delegate, when the ICRC sent out its first mission there 
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with instructions to make contact with Marshal Sallal's govern
ment. 

Algeria 

The delegation of the ICRC in Algiers has handed over 10 tons 
of full-cream powdered milk to the Algerian Red Crescent, which 
will make use of this within its assistance programme. These 
relief supplies were found out of surplus milk stock in the Swiss 
Confederation of which it has placed a certain quantity at the 
disposal of the ICRC. 

In this connection it should be pointed out that the ICRC is 
despatching a further relief consignment for harkis who have 
proceeded to France, and is engaged in arranging for the despatch 
of a second consignment of three tons of powdered milk for these 
former Moslem auxiliaries. 

Compensation for victims of pseudo-medical experiments 

A new mission of the International Committee left Poland, 
where it had been instructed to examine 104 further cases of 
victims of pseudo-medical experiments inflicted in German con
centrations camps under the Nazi regime. It will be recalled that 
the ICRC, at the request of the Gove~nmentof the German Federal 
Republic, had accepted to act as intermediary for the transmission 
of financial assistance which that government wishes to proyide 
for that category of victims resident in countries with which it 
does not maintain diplomatic relations. 

The representatives of the ICRC, Mr. Jean-Pierre Maunoir, 
delegate, and Dr. Jacques de Rougemont, doctor-delegate, is 
acting in close co-operation with the Polish Red Cross in enquiries 
which will comprise meeting each of the victims, as well as the 
Polish doctors who have given them treatment. They will then 
formulate proposals for the neutral Commission of Experts charged 
with deciding upon the amount of compensation to be allocated 
to the victims of those experiments. 

This Commission met for the last time in March 1963 and gave 
decisions on the cases of 96 Polish victims. 

Greece 

Mr. Germain Colladon, delegate of the TCRC, is continuing his 
mission in Greece on behalf of certain detainees. After having made 
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contact with the Greek authorities and the Hellenic Red Cross, he 
visited various prisons, in particular those of Egine, Trikkala and 
Salonika. During these visits he distributed to the detainees and 
their families, relief supplies from different sources, notably 1750 
parcels of clothing, cheese, powdered milk and medicines. 

Following on a competition 

A year ago the International Red Cross institutions in Geneva 
had the pleasure of welcoming at their headquarters the winner 
of a competition organized by the ICRC broadcasting services in 
Arabic, Mr. Numan Abdel Dayim, a teacher in Jerusalem (Jordan). 
He has now informed the International Committee that he recently 
took part in another broadcast competition, organized this time 
by the French Radio and Television Service and that he had won 
a ten-day trip to Paris as a prize. This will take place in July and 
Mr. Abdel Dayim proposes to take that opportunity of once again 
visiting the Red Cross institutions in Geneva. 

Disabled as a result of the Palestine conflict and having pre
viously benefited from ICRC assistance, he has made every effort 
to contribute towards disseminating the principles and ideals of 
the Red Cross in his own country. 

Publication of the history of the JCRC 

In one of its' recent numbers the International Review had 
announced the forthcoming appearance in French of the History 
ot the International Committee ot the Red Cross. 

This important work, whose author is Mr. Pierre Boissier, 
delegate of the ICRC, has just left the press of the Editions PIon, 
Paris. It will be on sale in Switzerland at the beginning of the 
celebrations arranged for the Red Cross Centenary. 
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MISSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
 
COMMITTEE IN THREE ISLANDS IN THE INDIAN
 

OCEAN
 

The JCRC delegate in Sub-Equatorial Africa. Mr. G. Hoffmann. 
went some time ago to Mauritius. Reunion and Madagascar. He 
was warmly welcomed by officials and by the leaders of the Red 
Cross Societies in these three islands. He was able to observe at 
first hand the humanitarian work accomplished in these regions 
and the Red Cross spirit which is very much alive in that part of 
the world, in countries which, by reason of their geographical 
position. may seem especially prone to isolation. We therefore 
believe it interesting to summarize. from the information supplied 
by the JCRC delegate. some of the activities carried out by the 
Red Cross in these countries. 

Mauritius. - This Branch of the British Red Cross has some 
2,200 members. of whom about half belong to the Junior Red Cross. 
It includes five sections and ten detachments of voluntary workers. 

The JCRC delegate visited institutions for the handicapped. 
child welfare centres and depots of material for relief in the event 
of tornadoes. The latter. by their frequency and violence, make 
great demands on the resources of the Red Cross and constitute 
the most serious problem it has to face. Mr. Hoffmann saw the 
remarkable accomplishments in this field, with rapid mobilization 
of sections and detachments, setting up of relief depots. co-opera
tion with the police and fire brigades. 

The energy with which action of this nature is carried out has 
given VI':ide publicity to the Red Cross amongst the population and 
is a testimony to the necessity for its existence. Apart from this 
so important activity. there are others, such as material assistance 
to the poor and the sick, regular visits to hospitals and institutes, 
improvement of hygiene in the It refugee cities" for tornado victims 
and setting up of sewing centres. Attention is also paid to the train

441 



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

ing of nurses, who render signal service in emergency. A free 
medical service is available at the five sections; the number of 
patients cared for varies from 300 to 500 per month at each section. 

Reunion. - Like Mauritius, this island is often struck by 
tornadoes. The activity of the French Red Cross is therefore con
contrated on bringing help to victims of this phenomenon; in the 
field of medicine, its anti-tuberculosis activities occupy an important 
place and it runs a sanatorium at Le Tampan. Moreover, first-aid 
courses are training people to be capable of acting in case of accid
ents. 

M adagascor. - The ICRC delegate's visit to the Red Cross 
of Madagascar was of a particularly important character, for to 
the interest in making this first direct contact must be added the 
examination of the formalities to be completed with a view to the 
recognition of this Society by the ICRC. Mr. Hoffmann's reception, 
therefore, bore the hallmark of unremitting interest by the 
authorities, first and foremost of whom was Mr. Tsiranana, Pres
ident of the Republic. He was also given a very friendly reception 
by the President of the Central Committee of the Red Cross, 
Mr. Rene Rakatobe, as well as by Mrs. Leon RealIon, Vice-President 
of the same Committee, and in their company he visited various 
Red Cross institutions.! 

The work undertaken by the French Red Cross before independ
ence is still carried on in Madagascar. A Central Committee has 
been set up, comprising 22 members, for the purpose of co-ordinating 
the work of the six provincial committees. The Society's main 
activities consist of relief action to children and young mothers, 
to victims of catastrophes (tornadoes, floods), distribution of cloth
ing to poor children and courses in first aid. There are numerous 
Red Cross dispensaries throughout the country: 681 in the province 
of Tananarive and 9 in the city of Tananarive. Mothers may bring 
their children to these dispensaries, particularly for medical examin
ation and malaria prevention. It is worth noting in this respect 
that the well-organized campaign against malaria has resulted in a 
considerable decline in infantile mortality. 

1 Plale. 
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CONGRATULATIONS AND GOOD WISHES 
RECEIVED BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

The International Review has reproduced in previous issues 
messages received by the ICRC on the occasion of its Centenary. 
We publish hereunder some more messages received from various 
institutions: 

Bulgarian Red Cross 

La reception de la medaille de vermeil, que le Comite international de 
la Croix-Rouge a voulu bien decerner anotre Societe, me donne une excellente 
occasion de vous exprimer nos sinceres jelicitations pour le centenaire du 
Comtte international et de tormer nos meilleurs vceux pour la pleine reussite 
de sa noble ceuvre al'avenir. 

A ussi tiens-ie avous remercier vivement de cette distinction, ainsi que 
des mots de reconnaissance envers les Societes nationales contenus dans 
votre 440e circulaire du 5 jevrier 1963. A mon tour, ie vous assure que la 
Croix-Rouge bulgare pretera avotre Institution son appui et sa cotlabora
tion sans reserve pour le triomphe de notre ideal humanitaire. 

International Council of Nurses 

On behalt ot the President ot the International Council ot Nurses, ot 
the Executive Committee and the Executive Headquarters Staff, as well as 
ot all the Nurses ot the World, I have the honour ot expressing to you our 
hearttelt felicitations on the 100th anniversary of the birth ot the Red Cross, 
which is such an historic occasion to the whole world. 

It is with admiration and a sense ot pride that we nurses pay tribute 
to the humanitarian work accomplished by the Red Cross, and to the inspira
tion it has given to the world in general and to each individual nurse in 
particular. 

May this human and humane ideal be a source ot even greater strength 
and unity in the future, so that all nations will come to accept and abide 
by the Conventions of the Red Cross as being synonymous with the protection 
ot human life over the last century. 

National Catholic Welfare Conference 

Our Overseas Director in Geneva, Mr. Jean J. Chenard, has written 
to tell me that the honorary degree of Doctor of Political Science was recently 
conferred on you by the University of Geneva. 
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This award was a fitting testimony to your leadership and to the splendid 
work of the International Committee of the Red Cross. That it should have 
come on the eve of the centenary celebrations must give particular pleasure 
to your colleagues and yourself. 

As its centenary draws near, the International Red Cross and its founder 
are naturally in our thoughts. It seems fitting to mark the occasion by 
placing on record our appreciation of the work that has been done by tJi,e 
International Committee of the Red Cross on behalf of the refugees and 
needy. 

We remember with gratitude the help given us by the International 
Tracing Service, through the good offices of your Committee, which has 
always met our requests with sympathy and understanding. We owe equal 
thanks to your Committee for facilitating in certain countries the issuance 
of passports and exit permits, helping families to reunite after long separa
tion. 

We have appreciated cooperation with Mr. Henri Coursier, in his 
capacity as Legal Adviser to the Committee and as Chairman during the 
deliberations which resulted in the formation of the International Center 
for Legal Assistance. 

The warm friendliness of all those on the staff of the Committee with 
whom our people come in contact has made our work together a real pleasure. 
The hundredth birthday of the Red Cross gives us the opportunity of recording 
our recognition. 

As your Committee stands at the gateway to a new century, may we 
send you and your colleagues our best wishes for the continuation of your 
works of mercy. 

National Academy of Medicine, Paris 

Le Centenaire de la Fondation de la Croix-Rouge a donne lieu recem
ment ades manifestations officielles d'un grand eclat. L'Academie Nationale 
de Medecine a ete tres heureuse d'y etre representee par son Deligue, aupres 
du Conseil d'Administration de la Croix-Rouge Franr;aise, le Professeur 
DUJARRIC de la RIVIERE et par plusieurs autres de ses Membres, 
dont le General Inspecteur DEBENEDETTI qui a prononci un discours 
tres emouvant. 

Notre Compagnie se fait un devoir de temoigner par une adresse solen
nelle son admiration al'egard de la Croix-Rouge. 

Considerant que l'ceuvre profondement humaine qu'accomplit cet 
organisme s'inspire de la meme ethique que celle dont le Corps medical tout 
entier a fait sa loi, l'Academie Nationale de Medecine tient a rendre un 
pieux hommage a~a memoire de Henry DUNANT. 

Elle s'associe unanimement a l'ideal qui anime la Croix-Rouge et 
l'assure qu'elle aura touiours Ii cceur de la seconder dans ses genereux efforts. 
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Mr. BOISSIER RECEIVES THE INTERNATIONAL
 
COMMITTEE'S GOLD MEDAL
 

Mr. Leopold Boissier celebrated his seventieth birthday in July. 
The institution of which he is President had decided to award him 
its gold medal for that occasion. It was presented to him at a 
ceremony held on July 4, 1963. at which the members and staff of 
the ICRC were present. 1 

Mr. Frederic Siordet, Vice-President of the ICRC, paid tribute 
to Mr. Boissier in the following terms: 

... It was in 1946 that you were asked by the Committee to become 
one of its members. It was well aware that by family tradition you set 
great store by its principles and its action. It counted upon all that you 
could bring to it as a professor of law, and upon your experience of men 
and institutions, as Secretary-General to the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union. 

In the early days you were no doubt only able to devote a limited 
amount of time to the ICRC, on account of your professional activities 
which suited your tastes and your temperament so well. However, you 
accepted to undertake, in addition to regular participation in the work 
of the Council, as President of the Legal Commission, amongst other 
tasks, the negotiation of agreements with the League and then that of 
Chairman of all groups charged with making a study of the reorganization 
of the ICRC. 

During the course of the last World War, the ICRC having been 
forced to leave its modest quarters in the villa Moynier, had extended 
itself to a vast extent. Under the pressure of events and taking bold 
initiatives, it had ceaselessly to create and expand new sections in a 
great variety of fields with continual improvisation, since the war never 
gave it sufficient chance to arrange ahead nor the time for organization. 

After 1945, a gradual decrease of its activities led progressively to a 
contraction of a number of its sections, but the general structure, a 
heritage of war time, was too heavy for its actual requirements. It was 
therefore necessary to take advantage of a period of apparent calm in 
order to build up a coherent organization, adapted to the needs of the 
moment as well as to its weak financial situation, yet capable in the event 
of some great conflict of rapid but rational development. It was also a 
question of re-examining and normalizing certain methods of working 

1 Plate. 
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acquired through improvisation during the war years. One had also to 
lay down some directing lines for the ICRe's future action and draw up a 
programme. It was to be thought and hoped that the International 
Committee would be constrained less often than in the past to make 
hasty interventions in cases of conflict, that it could, whilst being pre
pared to undertake the necessary practical action, once more devote 
itself more to the elaboration and dissemination of the doctrine and the 
Conventions of the Red Cross. 

It was under these conditions that you became President of the 
Committee, abandoning both your university courses and your position 
at the Inter-Parliamentary Union, in order to devote yourself entirely 
to it. The three-fold reorganization had scarcely been completed, it waS 
just beginning to be in operation, with its staff reduced to a bare mini
mum, when the disturbances in Hungary and the Suez conflict were to 
follow in rapid succession. 

We could then see the high standard you set for the r61e of the 
International Committee and for its President's task. You immediately 
identified yourself completely with the ICRC with your whole mind, 
being concerned only with its possibilities of action and with its reputa
tion. 

Since the events of Hungary and Suez, the Committee has not 
known one single month of respite. It would be difficult to make a list 
of the major or minor conflicts which have kept it in a state of alert or 
have required its intervention in any part of the world. In order for 
these to be localized and not to provoke action on a spectacular scale, 
these conflicts raised and still raise problems bristling with difficulties. 

It is often a matter 0 f ill-defined disturbances or conflicts, of 
wars which do not go by that name, of subversive warfare which affords 
only too many apparent pretexts to one or other of the parties to the 
conflict to dispute the application of the Conventions or to decline the 
Committee's offers of service. 

Throughout all these new problems, the difficulties of their approach, 
the variety of their particularities, the diversity of the results obtained, 
whether positive or negative or indifferent, you have shown your constant 
concern not to compromise the authority of the ICRC in actions in 
which its competence was disputable, but to preserve it intact to enable 
it always to fulfil its role and save lives in the future. 

How does the International Committee's authority stand in the 
world of the Red Cross and outside? Within the Red Cross, those of us 
who listened to your final intervention at the New Delhi Conference or 
who took part in the Council of Delegates meeting at Prague over which 
you presided, know that it is in good hands. 

As for its authority outside, we have recently been able to see what 
that was, when the Secretary-General of the largest inter-governmental 
organization the world has ever known asked the ICRC, whose status 
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in law is nothing more than that of any parochial body, to undertake 
an action of military control making exorbitant demands on the Red 
Cross, giving its reasons for so doing that such an intervention could 
save the peace then being threatened! 

One could make a long speech describing all your activity at the 
head of our institution. I know, however, that you would suffer in your 
modesty. In any case, this is not the right moment to do this. But I 
would like you to know with these few words of mine that the ICRC 
has taken your birthday as a reason for expressing to you the affection 
and best wishes especially from its members, as well as its attahcment, 
gratitude and esteem. Need I add that we all associate our thoughts 
with Mrs. Boissier, to whom we pay tribute. 

It is with these feelings that your colleagues here present now beg 
you, Mr. President, to accept the Gold Medal of the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross. 

After Mr. Boissier had, in moving terms, expressed his thanks 
and stressed the part being played by all his colleagues in the 
common task, Dr. Hans Meuli, member of the ICRC, then 
presented the President of the International Committee with 
another Medal, that of the Alliance Suisse des Samaritains, which 
is this year celebrating its 75th anniversary. This organization, 
which works in close co-operation with the Swiss Red Cross and 
under the same emblem, has chosen to offer, in this Centenary 
year, its medal to the President of the ICRC. Dr. Meuli pointed out 
that the Alliance had in the past awarded that same medal to two 
founders of the Red Cross, Henry Dunant and Gustave Moynier. 
In expressing his gratitude for this honour, Mr. Boissier underlined 
the fundamental importance of the movement of the Samaritans, 
those indispensable first-aid workers whose good services we 
might all of us one day require. 
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LA CRUZ ROJA EN MI VIDA Y MY VIDA EN LA CRUZ ROJAl 
by 

]. ]. G. DE RUEDA y ABRIL 

" One cannot fail to draw attention to this work for its sympa
thetic tone and its moments of enthusiasm." This appreciation, 
which the Revue internationale made in 1927 of Mrs. de Rueda's 
book "Ginebra y la Cruz Roja ", applies equally to the book 
produced by her son, who is at present delegate of the Mexican 
Red Cross in Europe. One can find in this work, which has just been 
published, the same assertion of the possibilities of mutual aid, and 
a similar confidence in everyday life in the Red Cross ideal and the 
fine actions which it is capable of accomplishing. The preface by 
one of the leading personalities of the Spanish Red Cross, the 
Duke of Hernani, is written in a just and friendly manner. 

Mr. de Rueda recalls the events in which his mother was closely 
involved, the humanitarian efforts which she made in Geneva and 
at international conferences as delegate of the Mexican Red Cross 
until her death in 1957. The son now carries out the same functions 
as the mother. He describes the events and influences which 
compelled him to those ends in this warm-hearted book. In the last 
chapters he meditates at length on what the Red Cross represents 
today, its principles, its means of action and its future on the 
threshold of a new century of existence. 

The work is divided into three parts. The first and the second 
of these, which correspond to the title, give an account of important 
milestones in the history of the International Red Cross over the 
past fifty years, not only in Geneva, but also in Spain and Latin 
America. The author knows these countries well and we take part 
in his efforts to make the Red Cross idea even better known there, 
especially through his broadcasts which take place at regular 
intervals. He thus stresses the importance of the Geneva Conven

1 Editorial Castalia, Valencia, Espana. 
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tions, in particular article 3 common to the four Conventions of 
1949 and recalls the part played by the Mexican delegation in the 
international sessions of the Red Cross at Stockholm in 1948, 
Mexico in 1951 and also at the 1949 Diplomatic Conference of 
Geneva. 

In the third part of the book the tone changes. It is here no 
longer a question of history, but of the author's ideas about Red 
Cross principles, the chief of which, according to him, is that of 
humanity. Then following the principle of neutrality are those 
which have been analysed by Mr. Jean Pictet, to whose funda
mental work Mr. de Rueda refers. 

What, then, is a principle? It is, according to the author, 
a creative idea intrinsic to reason, existing as an innate entity 
which the thinker himself discovers. This means that there are 
permanent values which subsist through all time and are invariable. 
The maintains that the principles of the Red Cross are of this 
order. 

This is not the place to initiate a discussion of pure philosophy. 
He Red Cross, however, is attentive to all opinions and suggestions, 
from wherever they may come, which take their inspiration from 
a humanitarian ideal. 

Other important problems are also examined. The author 
considers that the Red Cross, in order to remain itself, should 
continue to appeal, as far as is possible, to voluntary workers as it 
so widely does in the Spanish-speaking countries. The idea of 
human solidarity is there its motive force. It should, however, 
avoid competing with the official social services. One is in full 
agreement with Mr. de Rueda when he concludes by saying that 
the Red Cross will continue its fertile work, if it knows how to 
base itself at all times on the idea of unity, thanks to which men 
come closer to one another both morally and materially. This, in 
the last analysis, means the arrival of real peace. 

f.-G. L. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE STATUTES OF 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS 

(AGREED AND AMENDED ON SEPTEMBER 25, 1952) 

ART. 1. - The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
founded in Geneva in 1863 and formally recognized in the Geneva 
Conventions and by International Conferences of the Red Cross, shall 
be an independent organization having its own Statutes. 

It shall be a constituent ,part of the International Red Cross. l 

ART. 2. - As an association governed by Articles 60 and following 
of the Swiss Civil Code, the ICRC shall have legal personality. 

ART. 3. - The headquarters of the ICRC shall be in Geneva. 
Its emblem shall be a red cross on a white ground. Its motto shall be 

" Inter arma caritas ". 

ART. 4. - The special role of the ICRC shall be : 

(a)	 to maintain the fundamental and permanent principles of the Red 
Cross, namely: impartiality, action independent of any racial, 
political, religious or economic considerations, the universality of 
the Red Cross and the equality of the National Red Cross Societies; 

(b)	 to recognize any newly established or reconstituted National Red 
Cross Society which' fulfils the conditions for recognition in force, 
and to notify other National Societies of such recognition; 

1 The International Red Cross comprises the National Red Cross So
cieties, the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red 
Cross Societies. The term" National Red Cross Societies .. includes the Red 
Crescent Societies and the Red Lion and Sun Society. 
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(c)	 to undertake the tasks incumbent on it under the Geneva Con
ventions, to work for the faithful application of these Conventions 
and to take cognizance of any complaints regarding alleged breaches 
of the humanitarian Conventions; 

(d)	 to take action in its capacity as a neutral institution, especially 
in case of war, civil war or internal strife; to endeavour to ensure 
at all times that the military and civilian victims of such conflicts 
and of their direct results receive protection and assistance, and to 
serve, in humanitarian matters, as an intermediary between the 
parties; 

(e)	 to contribute, in view of such conflicts, to the preparation and 
development of medical personnel and medical equipment, in co
operation with the Red Cross organizations, the medical services 
of the armed forces, and other competent authorities; 

(f)	 to work for the continual improvement of humanitarian inter
national law and for the better understanding and diffusion of the 
Geneva Conventions and to prepare for their possible extension; 

(g)	 to accept the mandates entrusted to it by the International Con
ferences of the Red Cross. 

The ICRC may also take any humanitarian initiative which comes 
within its rOle as a specifically neutral and independent institution 
and consider any questions requiring examination by such an institution 

ART. 6 (first paragraph). - The ICRC shall co-opt its members 
from among Swiss citizens. The number of members may not exceed 
twenty-five. 
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Sonae publications 

01 the ICIIC 

The International Committee publishes works on law and on 
humanitarian ideas. The following have been published or reprinted 
recently: 

The Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949. Geneva, 1949. 
249 p., Sw. fro 8.-. 

The Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949. Brief Summary fo1' 
Members of the Armed Forces and the General Public. - Geneva, 1951. 
13 p., Sw. fro 1.-. 

Commentaries published under the general editorship of Jean S. 
Pictet, Director for General Affairs of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross. (Translated from the original French) : 

I. Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of 
the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field. - Geneva, 
1952.466 p., paper-back Sw. fro 12.-; bound Sw. fro 15.-. 

II. Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of 
Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea. 
Geneva, 1960.320 p., paper-back Sw. fro 15.-; bound Sw. fro 20.-. 

III. Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of 
War. - Geneva. 1960. 764 p., paper-back Sw. fro 30.-,· bound 
Sw. fro 35.-. 

IV. Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War. - Geneva, 1958. 660 p., paper-back Sw. 
fro 25.-; bound Sw. fro 30.-. 



ADDRESSES OF CENTRAL COMMITTEES
 

AFGHANISTAN -Afghan Red Crescent, Kabul. 

AI-BANIA - Albanian Red Cross, 35, Rruga 
Barrikadavet, Tirana. 

ALGERIA - Central Committee of the Algerian 
Red Crescent Society, 8 bis, rue Henry
Dunant, Algiers. 

ARGENTINE - Argentine Red Cross, H. Yri
goyen 2068, Buenos Aires. 

AUSTRALIA - Australian Red Cross, 122-128 
Flinders Street, Melbourne, C. 1. 

AUSTRIA - Austrian Red Cross, 3 Gusshaus
strasse, Vienna IV. 

BELGIUM - Belgian Red Cross, 98, Chaussee 
de Vleurgat, Brussels. 

BOLIVIA - Bolivian Red Cross, Avenida 
Simon·Bolivar, 1515 (Casilla 741), La Paz. 

BRAZIL - Brazilian Red Cross, Pra<;a da Cruz 
Vermelha 10-12, Rio de jatr,eiro. 

BULGARIA - Bulgarian Red Cross, 1, Boul. 
S.S. Biruwv, Sofia. 

BURMA - Burma Red Cross, 42, Strand Road, 
Red Cross Building, Rangoon. 

CAMBODIA - Cambodian Red Cross, 8 Phlauv 
Ang Nonn, P.G.B. 94, Pnom-Penh. 

CAMEROON - Central Committee of the 
Cameroon Red Cross Society, P.O.B. 631, 
Yaounde. 

CANADA - Canadian Red Cross, 95, Wellesley 
Street East, Toronto 5. 

CEYLON - Ceylon Red Cross, 106, Dharma
pala Mawatte, Colombo VII. 

CHILE - Chilean Red Cross, Avenida Santa 
Maria 0150, Casilla 246 V., Santiago de Chile. 

CHINA - Red Cross Society of China, 22, 
Kanmien Hutung, Peking, E. 

COLOMBIA - Colombian Red Cross, Carrera 
7a, 34-65 Apartado nacional 11-10, Bogota. 

CONGO - Central Committee of the Red Cross 
Society of the Congo, 24, avenue Valcke, 
Leopoldville, 

COSTA RICA - Costa Rican Red Cross, Calle Sa 
Sur, Apartado 1025, San jose. 

CUBA - Cuban Red Cross, Ignacio Agramonte 
461, Havana. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA Czechoslovak Red 
Cross, Thunovska 18, Prague III. 

DENMARK - Danish Red Cross, Platanvej 22, 
Copenhagen V. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - Dominican Red 
Cross, Calle Galvan 24, Apartado 1293 
San Domingo. 

ECUADOR - Ecuadorian Red Cross, Avenida 
Colombia y Elizalde 118, Quito. 

ETHIOPIA - Ethiopian Red Cross, P. O. 
Box 195, Addis Ababa. 

FINLAND - Finnish Red Cross, Tehtaankatu 
I A, Helsinki. 

FRANCE - French Red Cross, 17, rue Quentin
Bauchart, Paris (8e). 

GERMANY (Dem. Republic) - German Red 
Cross in the German Democratic Republic, 
Kaitzerstrasse 2, Dresden A. 1. 

GERMANY (Federal Republic) - German Red 
Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 71, Bonn. 

GHANA - Ghana Red Cross, P.O. Box 835 
Accra. 

GREAT BRITAIN - British Red Cross, 14 
Grosvenor Crescent, London, S.W.!. 

GREECE - Hellenic Red Cross, rue Lycavittou I, 
Athens 135. 

GUATEMALA - Guatemalan Red Cross, 3." 
Calle entre 8." y 9." Avenidas, Guatemala. 

HAITI - Haiti Red Cross .rue Ferou, Pori-au
Prince. 

HONDURAS - Honduran Red Cross, Calle 
Henry Dunant, Tegucigalpa. 

HUNGARY - Hungarian Red Cross, Arany 
janos utca 31, Budapest V. 

ICELAND - Icelandic Red Cross, Thorvaldsens
straeti 6, Reykiavik. 

INDIA - Indian Red Cross, 1 Red Cross Road, 
New Delhi 1. 

INDONESIA - Indonesian Red Cross, Tanah 
Abang Barat 66, P.O. Box 2009, Diakaria. 

IRAN - Iranian Red Lion and Sun Society, 
Avenue Ark, Teheran. 

IRAQ - Iraqi Red Crescent, Baghdad. 

IRELAND - Irish Red Cross, 25 Westland Row, 
Dublin. 

ITALY - Italian Red Cross, 12, via Toscana, 
Rome. 

JAPAN - japanese Red Cross,S Shiba Park, 
Minato-Ku, Tokyo. 

JORDAN - jordan Red Crescent, P.O. Box 
1337, Amman. 

KOREA (Democratic Republic) - Red Cross 
Society of the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea, Pyongyang. 

KOREA (Republic) - The Republic of Korea 
National Red Cross, 32-3 Ka Nam San-Dong, 
Seoul. 
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LAOS - Laotian Red Cross, Vientiane. 

LEBANON - Lebanese Red Cross, rue General 
Spears, Bei,uf. 

LIBERIA - Liberian National Red Cross, Camp 
Johnson Road, Mon,ovia. 

LIBYA - Libyan Red Crescent, Berka Omar 
Mukhtar Street, P.O. Box 541 Benghazi. 

LIECHTENSTEIN - Liechtenstein Red Cross, 
Vaduz. 

LUXEMBURG - Luxemburg Red Cross, 
Parc de la Ville, Lu:umbu'g. 

MALAYA - Red Cross Society of the Federation 
of Malaya, Belfield Road 519, Kuala Lumpu,. 

MEXICO - Mexican Red Cross, Sinaloa 20, 4" 
piso, Mexico 7, D.F. 

MONACO - Red Cross of Monaco, 27, BouI. de 
Suisse, M onte-Ca'lo. 

MONGOLIA - Red Cross Society of the Mon
golian People's Republic, Central Post Office, 
Post Box 537, Ulan-BatM. 

MOROCCO - Moroccan Red Crescent, rue Cal
mette, Rabat. 

NETHERLANDS - Netherlands Red Cross, 27 
Prinsessegracht. The Hague. 

NEW ZEALAND - New Zealand Red Cross, 
61 Dixon Street, P.O.B. 6073, Wellington C.2. 

NICARAGUA - Nicaraguan Red Cross, 12 Ave
uida Nordeste, 305, Managua, D.N.C.A. 

NIGERIA - The Nigerian Red Cross Society, 
2, Makoko Road, P.O. Box 764, Lagos. 

NORWAY - Norwegian R~d Cross, Parkveien 
33b, Oslo. 

PAKISTAN - Pakistan Red Cross, Frere Street, 
Ka,achi 4. 

PANAMA - Panamanian Red Cross, Apartado 
668, Panama. 

PARAGUAY - Paraguayan Red Cross, calle 
Andre Barbero y Artigas, Asuncion. 

PERU - Peruvian Red Cross, Tarapaca 881, 
Lima. 

PHILIPPINES - Philippine National Red 
Cross, 600 Isaac Peral Street, P .O.B. 280, 
Manila. 

POLAND - Polish Red Cross, Mokotowska 14, 
Wa,saw. 

PORTUGAL-Portuguese Red Cross, General Se
cretaryship, J ardim 9 de Abril, 1 a 5, Lisbon 3. 

RUMANIA - Red Cross of the Rumanian 
People's Republic, Strada Biserica Amzei 29, 
C.P. 729, Buca,est. 

SALVADOR - Salvador Red Cross, 3a Av'enida 
Norte y 3a Calle Ponientl! 21, San Salvador. 

SAN MARINO - San Marino Red Cross, San 
Ma,ino. 

SIERRA LEONE - Sierra Leone Red Cross 
Society, 6 Liverpool Street, P.O.B. 427, 
F,eetown. 

SOUTH AFRICA (Republic) - South African 
Red Cross, 14 Hollard Street, P.O.B. 8726, 
] ohannesbu,g. 

SPAIN - Spanish Red Cross, Eduardo Data 16, 
Madrid,10. 

SUDAN -Sudanese Red Crescent. P.O. Box 
235, Kharloum. 

SWEDEN - Swedish Red Cross, Artillerigatan 6, 
Stockholm 14. 

SWITZERLAND - Swiss Red Cross, Tauben
strasse 8, Be,ne. 

SYRIA - Syrian Red Crescent, 13, rue Abi-Ala
Almaari. Damascus. 

THAILAND - Thai Red Cross Society, King 
ChuIalongkorn Memorial Hospital, Bangkok. 

TOGO - Togolese Red Cross Society, Avenue 
des Allies 19, P.O. Box 655. Lome. 

TUNISIA - Tunisian Red Crescent, 1, Avenue 
de Carthage, Tunis. 

TURKEY - Turkish Red Crescent, Yenisehir, 
Anka,a. 

UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC - Red Crescent 
Society of the United Arab Republic, 34, rue 
Ramses, Cai,o. 

UPPER VOLTA - Upper Volta Red Cross, 
P.O.B. 340, Ouagadougou. 

URUGUAY - Uruguayan Red Cross, Avenida 8 
de Octubre, 2990, Montevideo. 

U.S.A. -	 American Red Cross, National Head
quarters, 17th and D Streets, N.W., Washing
ton 6, D.C. 

U.S.S.R.-Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies. Kouznetsky Most 18/7, Moscow k. 31. 

VENEZUELA - Venezuelan Red Cross, Avenida 
Andres Bello No 4, Ca,acas. 

VIET NAM (Democratic Republic) - Red Cross 
of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, 
68, rue Bil.-Triez, Hanoi. 

VIET NAM (Republic) - Red Cross of the 
Republic of Yiet Nam, 201, duong Hong. 
TMp-Tu, No. 201, Saigon. 

YUGOSLAVIA - Yugoslav Red Cross, Sirnina 
ulica broj 19, Belg,ade. 
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